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Dea� F�iewd� ~f Fa�v Sh~À,
 
Wi¦h j«�¦ fi¿e v~w¦h� ¦~ g~ «w¦ip ¦he Peww�Âp¿awia Fa�v Sh~À, ~«� b~a�d awd 
¦eav, a� Àepp a� ¦he Fa�v Sh~À �¦aff, a�e ap�eadÂ ha�d a¦ À~�m behiwd ¦he 
�cewe�, ��e�a�iwg f~� ¦he pa�ge�¦ iwd~~� ag�ic«p¦«�ap e¿ew¦ iw ¦he wa¦i~w. The 
Fa�v Sh~À i� v~�e ¦haw j«�¦ aw e¿ew¦ — i¦’� a cepeb�a¦i~w ~f Peww�Âp¿awia’� 
fa�viwg favipie�, ¦�adi¦i~w�, awd iww~¿a¦i~w�. F�~v ¦he awivap� iw ¦he ba�w� ¦~ 
¦he eÁhibi¦�, c~v�e¦i¦i~w�, awd f~~d ¦ha¦ e¿e�Â~we p~¿e�, Àe a�e f~c«�ed ~w 
c�ea¦iwg aw eÁ�e�iewce ¦ha¦ Àipp �h~Àca�e ¦he ��ide awd ��i�i¦ ~f ag�ic«p¦«�e 
ac�~�� ~«� C~vv~wÀeap¦h.

The�e weÁ¦ feÀ v~w¦h� Àipp be fipped Ài¦h �pawwiwg awd �a�¦we��hi�, a� Àe À~�m 
Ài¦h fa�ve��, ��~d«ce��, awd ¿~p«w¦ee�� f�~v e¿e�Â c~�we� ~f Peww�Âp¿awia ¦~ 
b�iwg ¦hi� ��eciap �h~À ¦~ pife. I¦’� apÀaÂ� iw��i�iwg ¦~ �ee ¦he dedica¦i~w ~f �~ 
vawÂ �e~�pe c~viwg ¦~ge¦he� ¦~ �ha�e ¦hei� �a��i~w f~� ag�ic«p¦«�e Ài¦h ¦he 
�«bpic. We p~~m f~�Àa�d ¦~ Àepc~viwg ¿i�i¦~�� iw Jaw«a�Â ¦~ pea�w, cepeb�a¦e, 
awd vame vev~�ie� a¦ ¦he Peww�Âp¿awia Fa�v Sh~À — a ¦�adi¦i~w ¦ha¦ 
c~wwec¦� «� app ¦~ ¦he �~~¦� ~f Àh~ Àe a�e.

Ma�m Keppe�
Chai�vaw

https://www.friendsoffarmshow.com/
https://fofsnewsletter@gmail.com/
mailto:farmshowfriends@gmail.com
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What are your main 
responsibilities as the 
chairperson of your department? 
S«��~�¦iwg ~«� ~¦he� ¿~p«w¦ee�� – 
f�~v ��ecie� chai�� ¦~ �h~À daÂ 
¿~p«w¦ee��.  MÂ vaiw f~c«� i� ~w 
h~À ¦~ c~w¦iw«e ¦~ vame ¦he Fa�v 
Sh~À v~�e eÁhibi¦~�-f�iewdpÂ awd 
c~w¦iw«e ¦~ mee� ¦hev a¦ ¦he 
f~�ef�~w¦ ~f deci�i~w-vamiwg.  A� 
chai��, Àe facipi¦a¦e ¦he �h~À� f~� 
¦he eÁhibi¦~��.
 
What does your typical day look 
like during the week? 
I¦’� app a bp«�!  I ¦Â�icappÂ ge¦ ¦he�e 
bÂ 6 awd 7 a.v. awd pea¿e 
�~veÀhe�e be¦Àeew 9:00 �.v. – 1 
a.v., de�ewdiwg ~w Àha¦ Àe ha¿e 
g~iwg ~w!  L~¦� ~f ��~bpev-�~p¿iwg! 
    
What are some of the biggest 
challenges you face in your 
department? 
Fiwdiwg ¿~p«w¦ee��!  

What do you think is most unique 
about the Farm Show? 
Tha¦’� iw Jaw«a�Â, awd Àe a�e 
apÀaÂ� À~��Âiwg ab~«¦ �w~À!  
Wha¦ i� Â~«� fa¿~�i¦e �a�¦ ~f ¦he 
Fa�v Sh~À? 
The mid� – Àa¦chiwg ¦hev g�~À «� 
iw ag�ic«p¦«�e awd cepeb�a¦iwg ¦hei� 
�«cce��e� Ài¦h ¦hev.

What advice would you give a new 
exhibitor? 
I¦’� ~¿e�Àhepviwg awd pime w~ ~¦he� 
�h~À Â~« Àipp g~ ¦~ – �ead ¦he 
��evi«v b~~m awd �each ~«¦ ¦~ 
~¦he� eÁhibi¦~�� �~ Â~« mw~À a 
pi¦¦pe bi¦ ab~«¦ Àha¦ ¦~ eÁ�ec¦!  
B�iwg Â~«� �a¦iewce awd a g~~d 
a¦¦i¦«de!

New Faces, Fresh Energy: Meet Our Newest Department 
Chairpersons of the PA Farm Show!
bÂ M~�gaw Fi�e�¦iwe

The PA Fa�v Sh~À i� Àepc~viwg a f�e�h Àa¿e ~f peade��hi� Ài¦h ¦he a��~iw¦vew¦ ~f weÀ de�a�¦vew¦ chai��e��~w�! 
The�e weÀ face� a�e b�iwgiwg f�e�h ewe�gÂ awd a c~vvi¦vew¦ ¦~ ��e�e�¿iwg ¦he ¦�adi¦i~w� ¦ha¦ vame ¦he Fa�v 
Sh~À a bep~¿ed �¦a�pe ~f Peww�Âp¿awia ag�ic«p¦«�e. Thei� g~ap i� �iv�pe: aw ~�gawiÉed, �v~~¦h checm-iw awd �h~À ¦~ 
mee� i¦ f«w, ed«ca¦i~wap, awd efficiew¦ f~� b~¦h �a�¦ici�aw¦� awd ¿i�i¦~��. 
 
App~À «� ¦~ iw¦�~d«ce Â~« ¦~ ¦he weÀe�¦ de�a�¦vew¦ chai��, Àh~ a�e dedica¦ed ¦~ ��e�e�¿iwg ¦he ¦ive-h~w~�ed 
¦�adi¦i~w� ~f ¦he Fa�v Sh~À Àhipe ew�«�iwg e¿e�Â¦hiwg �«w� �v~~¦hpÂ behiwd ¦he �cewe�. Whew Â~« �ee ¦hev iw 
Jaw«a�Â, �pea�e ¦hawm ¦hev f~� beiwg a �¦eÀa�d ~f ¦he �h~À.  

Amy Garges,
Junior Market Chairperson

Can you tell us a bit about 
yourself and your background?  
I av ¦he 4-H Ed«ca¦~� iw 
M~w¦g~ve�Â C~«w¦Â 4-H – ¦he 
c~«w¦Â awd 4-H ��~g�av I Àa� 
b~�w awd �ai�ed.  I g�eÀ «� �ai�iwg 
beef ca¦¦pe awd va�me¦ awd dai�Â 
g~a¦� iw 4-H.  I av a Peww S¦a¦e 
g�ad«a¦e Ài¦h a B.S. iw Awivap 
Sciewce�, awd I Àa� hea¿ipÂ 
iw¿~p¿ed iw ¿a�i~«� cp«b� d«�iwg vÂ 
¦ive ¦he�e, iwcp«diwg Bp~cm awd 
B�idpe, Dai�Â Sciewce Cp«b, awd a� 
f~«wdiwg ��e�idew¦ ~f C~ppegia¦e 
Ca¦¦peÀ~vew, a� Àepp a� 
Pa¦e�w~¿ippe.  MÂ favipÂ �h~À� 
b�eediwg �hee� c~v�e¦i¦i¿epÂ a¦ a 
Na¦i~wap pe¿ep.

What was your first involvement 
in the Farm Show? 
I À~«pd a¦¦ewd Ài¦h vÂ favipÂ, b«¦ 
vÂ fi��¦ ¦ive a� aw eÁhibi¦~� Àa� iw 
c~ppege Àhew I À~�med f~� Lewa�e 
Liv~«�iw, awd Àe À~«pd b�iwg 
ca¦¦pe ¦~ �h~À a¦ ¦he Fa�v Sh~À. 
   
 

Emily Shoop, Exhibition Avian 
and Eggs Chairperson
 
Can you tell us a bit about 
yourself and your background?
MÂ wave i� EvipÂ Sh~~�. I'v ¦he 
4-H Y~«¦h De¿ep~�vew¦ 
Ed«ca¦~� iw J«wia¦a C~«w¦Â. I av 
~�igiwappÂ f�~v Liva, (LIE-Ma) 
Ohi~ awd ha¿e beew �h~Àiwg, 
j«dgiwg, awd �ai�iwg �~«p¦�Â f~� 
~¿e� 30 Âea��. I Àa� aw Ohi~ 4-H 
vevbe� f~� 13 Âea�� �h~Àiwg 
�abbi¦�, �~«p¦�Â, awd vawÂ c�af¦ 
awd c~~miwg ��~jec¦�. I av a 
g�ad«a¦e ~f ¦he Uwi¿e��i¦Â ~f 
A�maw�a� Àhe�e I �¦«died �~«p¦�Â 
�ciewce f~� vÂ bachep~�'� awd 
va�¦e�'� deg�ee�. I av c«��ew¦pÂ 
aw Ave�icaw Baw¦av A��~cia¦i~w 
Licew�ed j«dge awd �ai�e Baw¦av 
Whi¦e S«p¦aw�. I pi¿e ~w a c~À-
capf awd feede� beef ~�e�a¦i~w iw 
Ea�¦ Wa¦e�f~�d, PA Ài¦h vÂ 
da«gh¦e�, M~ppie, awd h«�bawd, 
De�em.  
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The abipi¦Â ¦~ j«�¦ Àa¦ch �~ vawÂ 
diffe�ew¦ �¦Âpe� awd ¦echwi�«e�, 
¦hew ¦apm ¦~ ¦h~�e eÁhibi¦~�� awd 
pea�w, i� iw¿ap«abpe. She'� bec~ve 
~we hecm ~f a �h~Àvaw, ¦~~!

hawg� ~¿e� ~«� iwd«�¦�Â f~� a p~wg 
¦ive, I fea�. The «wce�¦aiw¦Â ~f 
Àhe¦he� Àe Àipp be �h«¦ d~Àw 
�«ddewpÂ ~� ¦ha¦ ¦he ~��~�¦«wi¦ie� 
c~«pd be ¦amew f�~v ¦he mid� i� a 
�eap b«vve�. The �ip¿e� piwiwg i� 
¦ha¦ Àe ha¿e pea�wed ¦~ �i¿~¦ iw 
weÀ awd c�ea¦i¿e ÀaÂ�!

What do you think is most unique 
about the Farm Show?
I'¿e j«dged awd a¦¦ewded a p~¦ ~f 
�¦a¦e fai�� - w~we iw Jaw«a�Â. The 
Àea¦he� i� apÀaÂ� a chappewge Ài¦h 
¦he ¦ive ~f Âea�, b«¦ Àhe�e ep�e a�e 
Â~« g~iwg ¦~ �ee 25,000+ �e~�pe iw 
~we a�ea a¦ ¦he begiwwiwg ~f 
Jaw«a�Â? I ¦hiwm ¦he v~�¦ eÁci¦iwg 
�a�¦ ~f ¦ha¦ i� ¦ha¦ ¦he NeÀ Yea�'� 
eÁci¦evew¦ ha�w'¦ Âe¦ À~�w ~ff, awd 
¦he mid� awd favipie� a�e �¦ipp 
h~�ef«p f~� ¦he Âea� ¦~ c~ve. S~, 
Àhipe i¦'� a c«pviwa¦i~w ~f ¦he �a�¦ 
Âea�'� ��~jec¦�, i¦'� a p~¦ ~f h~�e, 
awd p~~miwg f~�Àa�d ¦~ ¦he 
«�c~viwg Âea�.

What is your favorite part of the 
Farm Show?
Av I À�~wg ¦~ �aÂ ¦he vipm�hame�? 
Tha¦'� miwd ~f Àha¦ Àe chai�� pi¿e 
~w f~� ¦he Àeem! H~we�¦pÂ, I j«�¦ 
p~¿e ¦he mid� awd ¦hei� favipie�. I 
ha¿e ve¦ �~ vawÂ ~f ¦hev �iwce 
vÂ fi��¦ Fa�v Sh~À iw 2017, awd i¦'� 
beew a bpe��iwg ¦~ mee� «� Ài¦h 
¦hev ~¿e� ¦he Âea��. S~ve ha¿e 
g~we ~w ¦~ d~ aÀe�~ve ¦hiwg� iw 
¦he �¦a¦e, awd ¦ha¦'� �eappÂ Àha¦ i¦'� 
app ab~«¦!

What advice would you give a new 
exhibitor?
Y~« ��ac¦ice f~� ��~�¦iwg e¿ew¦�, 
Â~« ��ac¦ice Â~«� iw�¦�«vew¦ f~� 
bawd, ÀhÂ w~¦ «�e Fa�v Sh~À a� 
¦he «p¦iva¦e ��ac¦ice? We ~ffe� �~ 
v«ch iw ¦he �~«p¦�Â de�a�¦vew¦ 
f~� mid� ¦~ ¦�Â ~w f~� �iÉe - f�~v 
�h~Àvaw�hi�, ¦~ �~�¦e��, ¦~ �h~¦~ 
c~w¦e�¦�, egg�, va�me¦ ¦«�meÂ�, awd 
h~�ef«ppÂ eÁhibi¦i~w bi�d�. E¿ew 
beÂ~wd �~«p¦�Â, ~we ~f vÂ Miffliw 
C~«w¦Â 4-He��, Eppe Hapf�ewwÂ, 
c�edi¦� h~wiwg he� �h~Àvaw�hi� 
�mipp� ¦~ eÁhibi¦iwg �ig� a¦ Fa�v 
Sh~À f~� ¦he �a�¦ �e¿e�ap Âea��.

What was your first involvement 
in the Farm Show?
Iw 2017, I a��i�¦ed Phippi� Cpa«e� 
Ài¦h ¦he iwfav~«� happÀaÂ �h~À 
Àhe�e Àe �acmed app ¦he bi�d� iw¦~ 
¦he happÀaÂ be¦Àeew ¦he Maiw Happ 
awd Ea�¦ Happ, ¦hew ca��ied ¦hev 
�a�¦ ¦he b«¦¦e� �c«p�¦«�e ¦~ ¦he 
McCpaÂ S¦�ee¦ p~bbÂ. I g~¦ iw a pi¦¦pe 
¦�~«bpe ¦ha¦ Âea� f~� Àapmiwg �igh¦ 
iw f�~w¦ ~f, ¦hew, G~¿e�w~� T~v 
W~pf, Ài¦h ¦À~ gee�e ¦«cmed «wde� 
vÂ a�v. Beiwg b�awd weÀ ¦~ PA, I 
didw'¦ �ec~gwiÉe Àh~ he Àa�, b«¦ 
he awd hi� �ec«�i¦Â de¦aip 
�ec~gwiÉed ¦he ¦À~ big gee�e awd 
g~¦ ~«¦ ~f ¦he ÀaÂ. 

What are your main 
responsibilities as the 
chairperson of your department?
I hep� ¦he Fa�v Sh~À �¦aff �«¦ 
¦~ge¦he� ¦he ��evi«v b~~m, checm 
iw ew¦�ie�, ��~¿ide feedbacm ~w 
j«dge �epec¦i~w, �«w ¦he �h~À�, 
iw¦e�ac¦ Ài¦h ¦he mid� (vÂ fa¿~�i¦e), 
hep� Ài¦h ¦he Fai�Ew¦�Â �ide ~f 
¦hiwg�, fli� ~¿e� ¦«�meÂ�, awd app 
~¦he� d«¦ie� a� a��igwed. I¦'� a Àipd 
Àeem, b«¦ I ewj~Â e¿e�Â viw«¦e 
Ài¦h ¦he mid�.

What does your typical day look 
like during the week?
U� ea�pÂ, headiwg d~Àw ¦~ ¦he 
C~v�peÁ ¦~ feed awd Àa¦e� bi�d�, 
checm ~w favipie� ¦ha¦ vigh¦ weed 
a��i�¦awce, ew¦e� �e�«p¦�, aw�Àe� 
�«e�¦i~w� f�~v ¦he �«bpic, g�ab a 
�~f¦ ��e¦Éep awd a vipm�hame, awd 
j«�¦ hawg ~«¦ Ài¦h ¦he ~¦he� “bi�d 
we�d�” iw Ea�¦ Happ. La�¦ Âea�, I 
�evevbe�ed pea¿iwg ¦he b«ipdiwg 
af¦e� ¦he ¦«�meÂ �h~À pa¦e awd 
cha¦¦iwg Ài¦h a �ec«�i¦Â g«a�d Àh~ 
had w~ cp«e Àha¦ i¦ ew¦aip� ¦~ �h~À 
a ¦«�meÂ! Sh~À awd �ape daÂ i� a bi¦ 
v~�e cha~¦ic, b«¦ i¦ Àa� aÀe�~ve 
¦~ �ee ¦he eÁhibi¦~��, ¦hei� favipie�, 
awd ¦he �«bpic avaÉed a¦ w~¦ ~wpÂ 
¦he bi�d� bacm, b«¦ ap�~ ¦hi� weÀ-
fawgped ¦«�meÂ �h~À!

What are some of the biggest 
challenges you face in your 
department?
 HPAI Àipp be ¦he bpacm cp~«d ¦ha¦

Chad Butters, Spirits Department 
Chairperson
 
Can you tell us a bit about 
yourself and your background?
I av ¦he F~«wde� awd CEO ~f Eigh¦ 
Oam� Fa�v Di�¦ippe�Â, p~ca¦ed iw 
NeÀ T�i�~pi, Peww�Âp¿awia. A 
�e¦i�ed A�vÂ a¿ia¦~� Ài¦h ~¿e� 25 
Âea�� ~f vipi¦a�Â �e�¿ice, I h~pd a 
bachep~�’� deg�ee iw ��~fe��i~wap 
Ae�~wa«¦ic� f�~v Evb�Â-Riddpe 
Ae�~wa«¦icap Uwi¿e��i¦Â awd aw 
MBA f�~v D�eÁep Uwi¿e��i¦Â.
 
Pe~�pe ~f¦ew a�m h~À I cave ¦~ 
�¦a�¦ a di�¦ippe�Â. The aw�Àe� i� 
�iv�pe: a pifep~wg �a��i~w f~� 
favipÂ, ag�ic«p¦«�e, �ciewce, awd 
hi�¦~�Â ped ve ¦~ c�ea¦e Eigh¦ Oam� 
iw ¦he hea�¦ ~f ¦he Lehigh VappeÂ 
fa�vpawd. T~daÂ, I’v ��~«d ¦~ be 
j~iwed bÂ vÂ da«gh¦e�, Àh~ �e�¿e� 
a� ~«� Chief O�e�a¦iwg Office�.
 
O«� vi��i~w i� ¦~ �evaiw ¦�«e ¦~ 
¦he ��i�i¦ awd c�af¦ ~f di�¦ippiwg, 
g«ided bÂ a �«�¦aiwabpe cÂcpe ¦ha¦ 
begiw� awd ewd� Ài¦h �«��~�e. A¦ 
Eigh¦ Oam�, Àe’¿e b«ip¦ ~«� fa�v 
di�¦ippe�Â ~w ¦he c~�e ��iwci�pe ~f 
pea¿iwg ¦hiwg� be¦¦e� ¦haw Àe 
f~«wd ¦hev—b~¦h ~w ~«� pawd awd 
iw ~«� c~vv«wi¦Â.
(C~w¦iw«ed ~w �age 18)
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This past July, Pennsylvania 4-H 
State Council had a fantastic time 
at the Council’s annual Industry 
Tours. In this edition of the Friends 
of Farm Show Foundation 
newsletter, we highlight Council 
members and their experiences 
during our time traveling across 
the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, learning how to 
better advocate for agriculture.

 

 

Sami Hayman (Events Committee) 
on the Lancaster Farming and 
Susquehanna Printing Tour
 
Our time at Lancaster Farming was 
spent learning about the behind-
the-scenes operations. We were 
able to see all the machines 
running hundreds of papers, as 
well as the huge tanks that hold all 
the ink. We learned how much 
detail goes into the paper itself and 
how much work and time 
management is needed to get all 
the information compiled on time. 
This was such a neat experience 
for the Council, and we’re so 
grateful to them for always 
providing us with opportunities to 
promote 4-H.

Grace Ziegmont (Communications Committee) on the Pennsylvania 
Department of Agriculture Tour
 
During our visit to the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture, the State 
Council had the opportunity to meet with Secretary Russell Redding to 
explore our theme of Connecting Our Communities and reflect on its 
meaning within our 4-H experiences. We also spoke with Secretary Redding 
about the lessons he’s learned during his time as Secretary of Agriculture.
 
In addition to our conversation with Secretary Redding, we learned about 
the various bureaus within the Department, including the PA Division of 
Weights and Measures and the State Veterinary Laboratory, gaining a 
broader understanding of the Department’s role in supporting agriculture 
across the Commonwealth.

Lancaster Farmng Tour.

4-H State Officers with Secretary Russell Reading at the PA Department of Agriculture.

Catching Up with Pennsylvania 4-H State Council

Horizon Farm Credit Tour.



7

Ariana Cook (Communications Committee) on the Farm Credit Tour
 
At Horizon Farm Credit in Mechanicsburg, the 2025 PA 4-H State Council team had the opportunity to learn about 
their cooperative and what they do. Their mission is to support rural communities and agriculture with reliable 
and consistent credit and financial services. Being a cooperative means that the owners and users are the same 
people.
Some of their employees also gave us helpful financial tips and advice, including budgeting and saving money. After 
the presentation, our team split into two groups and played a competitive game of Jeopardy to put our new 
knowledge to the test.

Giuseppe Schiano Di Cola (President) on the Case New Holland Tour
 
Council had the honor of visiting Case New Holland’s International Testing Facility for hay and grain. During our 
time at the incredible facility, we were shown not only where production occurs and where design and 
engineering take place, but we also had the opportunity (for Council members 18+) to drive machines such as a 
combine and tractor.
 
These amazing experiences gave people like me, from a non-agriculture background, insight into what all the 
machines do and why they are important. Overall, the visit with CNH was phenomenal, and we learned so much. 
My favorite part was being in the cold room, which reaches temperatures of -20°F!

Front row sitting: Caitlyn Shrodo - Events Committee, Alyssa Bergenstock - Secretary, Sami Hayman - Events Committee, John 
Bruner - Outreach Committee. Starting from left to right in the back row (standing): Helayna Hollobaugh - Events Committee, 
Ariana Cook - Communications Committee, Kaylee Baker - Outreach Committee, Giuseppe Schiano Di Cola - President, Grace 
Ziegmont - Communications Committee, Patricia Shively - Communications Committee.
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The Pennsylvania Farm Show Complex 
has long been part of Heidi Svonavec’s 
life. As a Somerset County 4H 
member, she square danced in the 
arena and showed livestock alongside 
her brothers. Now, with more than two 
decades of service to Pennsylvania 
agriculture, she has been named 
Executive Director of the Complex and 
Expo Center.

Svonavec succeeds Sharon S. Myers, 
who earlier this year became 
President and CEO of Visit Hershey & 
Harrisburg. The promotion marks the 
next step in a career that has included 
22 years with the Pennsylvania 
Department of Agriculture and 17 
years behind the scenes at the Farm 
Show Complex.

Secretary Russell Redding shared, "In 
this new role, Heidi brings fresh 
energy and new ideas to the Complex, 
grounded in her strong foundation of 
experience, a deep respect for the 
tradition, and a vision for continued 
growth and excellence. Throughout 
her career, Heidi has demonstrated a 
deep commitment to the mission of 
the Farm Show and a strong track 
record of leadership, teamwork, and 
innovation."

Known for her steady leadership and 
event expertise, Svonavec has 
overseen the nation’s largest indoor 
agricultural exposition and helped the 
venue grow into a year-round hub. 
Today, the Complex hosts more than 
200 events annually, from livestock 
shows and horse events to sports 
tournaments and trade expos. 

"My goals include ensuring the 
employees remain a priority by

From Show Ring to Leadership: Heidi Svonavec Named Executive 
Director of Farm Show Complex

revenue each year, supports local 
businesses, and showcases the 
strength of Pennsylvania 
agriculture.  As Director, I'm 
committed to ensuring its continued 
growth - and to inspiring the next 
generation to carry agriculture 
forward."

Mark Keller, Chairman of the Friends 
of Farm Show Foundation, praised 
her as a leader who respects 
tradition while embracing new 
ideas. With her mix of experience, 
energy, and vision, the Farm Show 
Complex is poised to thrive under 
her leadership.

providing them with the training, 
tools and direction needed to 
complete their jobs," said Svonavec.  
"Details matter!  I’m planning to 
focus on how we are best serving 
our clients, promoters, and 
attendees and of course how are we 
serving Pennsylvania as an 
economic driver.  Capital 
Improvements and ensuring the 
facility continues to function 
properly will be top of the list also." 
added Svonavec.

Svonavec shared, "The Pennsylvania 
Farm Show Complex has shaped my 
life - from my days as a livestock 
exhibitor and square dancer to 
working behind the scenes on three 
state sponsored livestock shows and 
hundreds of events held here 
annually.  Now, after 22 years with 
the Department of Agriculture, it’s 
an honor to lead a facility that not 
only celebrates our ag heritage but 
drives real economic impact for the 
Commonwealth. This complex 
generates millions of  dollars in 

Heidi Svonavec, Executive Director, 
PA Farm Show Complex in Harrisburg

At A Glance:
Heidi Svonavec

Hometown: Somerset, PA

Education: Penn State University 
Agricultural Education

Career Highlights:
-22 years with the Pennsylvania 
Department of Agriculture
- 17 years at the Farm Show 
Complex
- 25+ years in Event & Show 
Management

Early Ties to Farm Show:
Square dancing and showing 
livestock with her brothers as a 
youth

Passions:
Youth development
Industry collaboration
Showcasing PA Agriculture

New Role:
Executive Director, Pennsylvania 
Farm Show Complex & Expo 
Center
 
The Complex:
Nation's largest indoor 
agricultural exposition, 200+ 
shows, sporting, and meetings 
annually
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Meet the 2025-26 PA Farm Show Junior Committee

Ava Immel, ¦he 2025 Peww�Âp¿awia S¦a¦e Fai� Q«eew, i� aw 
h~w~�a�Â vevbe� ~f ¦he PA Fa�v Sh~À J«wi~� C~vvi¦¦ee. A¿a 
�e�ide� iw Lawca�¦e� C~«w¦Â. Whew �he i� w~¦ b«�Â Ài¦h he� �~Âap 
d«¦ie�, �he �¦aÂ� j«�¦ a� b«�Â Ài¦h J«wi~� C~vvi¦¦ee ¦a�m�. A¿a 
ap�~ �eigw� a� ¦he 2024 -25 We�¦ Lav�e¦e� C~vv«wi¦Â Fai� 
Q«eew.  A¿a Àipp be a¦¦ewdiwg DepaÀa�e VappeÂ Uwi¿e��i¦Â.

Adelaide Miller i� a ��~«d 4H vevbe� awd 4H cp«b ��e�idew¦.  
She c~v�e¦e� iw 4-H mw~Àpedge ¦e�¦�, ad¿~ca¦e� a¦ Na¦i~wap 
c~wfe�ewce�, awd �«��«e� ~¦he� ~��~�¦«wi¦ie�. She �ecew¦pÂ 
g�ad«a¦ed f�~v high �ch~~p Ài¦h aw A��~cia¦e'� deg�ee iw 
B«�iwe��.

Nate Huber i� ¦he �ec�e¦a�Â f~� hi� FFA cha�¦e�, ¦�ea�«�e� f~� ¦he 
Lawca�¦e� C~«w¦Â FFA ~�gawiÉa¦i~w, �¦«dew¦ peade� f~� hi� 
ch«�ch'� viddpe �ch~~p g�~«�, awd J�. B~a�d Di�ec¦~� f~� ¦he 
Mawheiv C~vv«wi¦Â Fa�v Sh~À.  Af¦e� high �ch~~p, Na¦e �paw� 
¦~ a¦¦ewd SUNY C~bpe�mipp Ài¦h a vaj~� iw Ag�ic«p¦«�ap B«�iwe��.

Anna Houser i� g~iwg iw¦~ he� �ewi~� Âea� a¦ Ea�¦e�w Lebaw~w 
C~«w¦Â High Sch~~p. She i� iw¿~p¿ed Ài¦h he� FFA cha�¦e�, NHS 
cha�¦e�, Ch~�«�, Raide�� Read Cp«b, awd ew�~pped iw AP cpa��e�. 
She ha� c~v�e¦ed a¦ ¦he �¦a¦e pe¿ep P~¦a¦~ J«dgiwg C~w¦e�¦ 
¦h�~«gh ¦he Lebaw~w C~«w¦Â 4-H F�iewd� Cp«b. She ap�~ �e�¿e� 
a� aw FFA Office� a¦ ¦he ELCO FFA Cha�¦e� awd i� ~w ¦he Lebaw~w 
A�ea Fai� J�. Fai� B~a�d.

Lauren Smith �e�ide� iw Lawca�¦e� C~«w¦Â. La«�ew i� �a��i~wa¦e 
ab~«¦ ¦he ew¿i�~wvew¦ awd ag�ic«p¦«�e, Àhich ha� ped he� ¦~ ¦he 
Na¦i~wap FFA ~�gawiÉa¦i~w. She i� a f�e�hvaw a¦ Peww S¦a¦e 
Uwi¿e��i¦Â. La«�ew i� ap�~ �e�¿iwg a� ¦he 2024-25 Mawheiv 
C~vv«wi¦Â Fai� Q«eew awd a vevbe� ~f ¦he Mawheiv 
C~vv«wi¦Â Fa�v Sh~À J«wi~� B~a�d.

Frances Weaver g�eÀ «� ~w ¦he McM~wigpe-Wea¿e� FavipÂ Fa�v 
a� a 7¦h-gewe�a¦i~w fa�ve�, Àhe�e he� p~¿e f~� ag�ic«p¦«�e �«w� 
dee�. She'� �a��i~wa¦e ab~«¦ dai�Â fa�viwg awd ewj~Â� �ha�iwg 
¦ha¦ �a��i~w ¦h�~«gh dai�Â ��~v~¦i~w awd c~vv«wi¦Â ~«¦�each. 
She i� ac¦i¿e iw FFA awd ha� f~«wd �«��~�e iw peade��hi�, �e�¿ice, 
awd iw��i�iwg ~¦he�� ¦~ a���ecia¦e ¦he ¿ap«e ~f fa�v pife awd ha�d 
À~�m.
 

Lindsey Kline i� a dedica¦ed Awivap Sciewce �¦«dew¦ a¦ Peww 
S¦a¦e Uwi¿e��i¦Â Ài¦h a �¦�~wg �a��i~w f~� ag�ic«p¦«�e awd �«bic 
�e�¿ice. She de¿ep~�ed a p~¿e f~� ag�ic«p¦«�e ¦h�~«gh 
iw¿~p¿evew¦ iw ¦he G�awd CawÂ~w FFA Cha�¦e�, Àhe�e �he �e�¿e� 
a� b~¦h Sew¦iwep awd Sec�e¦a�Â. She À~�m� a� a S¦«dew¦ A«Áipia�Â 
Office� Ài¦h ¦he Peww S¦a¦e Uwi¿e��i¦Â P~pice. 
 
Heather Inch i� aw ac¦i¿e 4-H vevbe� f�~v Y~�m C~«w¦Â.  She 
ha� �h~Àca�ed b�eediwg �abbi¦�, va�me¦ �abbi¦�, va�me¦ ¦«�meÂ�, 
va�me¦ g~a¦�, awd 4-H eÁhibi¦� a¦ ¦he PA Fa�v Sh~À f~� �iÁ 
c~w�ec«¦i¿e Âea��.” “She i� ¦he Sec�e¦a�Â ~f ¦he Y~�m C~«w¦Â 4-H 
Teew C~«wcip, P�e�idew¦ ~f ¦he Y~�m C~«w¦Â 4-H Rabbi¦ awd Svapp 
Awivap Cp«b, a vevbe� ~f ¦he Kiddiw' A�~«wd G~a¦ Cp«b, awd ¦he 
Y~�m C~«w¦Â P~«p¦�Â 4-H Cp«b. 
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Emily Kerstetter i� a �~�h~v~�e a¦ Peww S¦a¦e, vaj~�iwg iw 
Ag�ic«p¦«�ap awd EÁ¦ew�i~w Ed«ca¦i~w. She iw¦ewd� ¦~ be aw 
Ag�ic«p¦«�ap Ed«ca¦i~w awd FFA Ad¿i�~�. F~pp~Àiwg he� f�e�hvaw 
Âea�, �he �e�¿ed a ga� Âea� a� ¦he PA FFA S¦a¦e T�ea�«�e�. She 
ap�~ �e�¿e� a� a Teach Ag A¿ewge� awd aw Ag Ad¿~ca¦e. 

Emma Copenhaver i� a dedica¦ed �ewi~� Ài¦h a �¦�~wg �a��i~w 
f~� ag�ic«p¦«�e awd peade��hi�. Wi¦h ~¿e� 10 Âea�� ~f eÁ�e�iewce 
�h~Àiwg dai�Â ca¦¦pe, �he ha� de¿ep~�ed a dee� c~wwec¦i~w ¦~ ¦he 
ag�ic«p¦«�ap c~vv«wi¦Â. Evva i� ac¦i¿epÂ iw¿~p¿ed iw b~¦h FFA 
awd 4-H, Àhe�e �he ha� hepd peade��hi� �~pe� awd hep�ed 
~�gawiÉe w«ve�~«� e¿ew¦�.  Evva i� ac¦i¿e ~w ¦he S¦«dew¦ 
C~«wcip awd a vevbe� ~f ¦he Na¦i~wap H~w~� S~cie¦Â awd Miwi 
Th~w C~vvi¦¦ee. 

Sophia Carrera i� aw ac¦i¿e FFA vevbe� a¦ TÀiw VappeÂ High 
Sch~~p, Àhe�e �he c«��ew¦pÂ �e�¿e� a� ¦he cha�¦e� ��e�idew¦. 
S~�hia dev~w�¦�a¦e� �¦�~wg peade��hi� �mipp� awd a dee� 
c~vvi¦vew¦ ¦~ ag�ic«p¦«�ap ed«ca¦i~w.  She i� �a��i~wa¦e ab~«¦ 
�«bpic ��eamiwg, awd S~�hia f�e�«ew¦pÂ �e��e�ew¦� he� cha�¦e� a¦ 
e¿ew¦� awd c~v�e¦i¦i~w�.

BrynLee Balliett i� eÁci¦ed ¦~ be �a�¦ ~f DepaÀa�e VappeÂ 
Uwi¿e��i¦Â'� cpa�� ~f 2029, awd �he i� vaj~�iwg iw Awivap Sciewce 
iw ¦he P�e-P�~fe��i~wap ¦�acm ¦~ bec~ve a ¿e¦e�iwa�iaw. B�Âwpee 
Àa� ac¦i¿e iw he� FFA cha�¦e� iw high �ch~~p awd �e�¿ed ~w ¦he 
2024 S¦a¦e Office� N~viwa¦iwg C~vvi¦¦ee, ac�«i�ed he� 
KeÂ�¦~we Deg�ee, awd ea�wed ¦he Ea�¦e� Regi~wap S¦a� �pacevew¦ 
AÀa�d.

Lenka Ohler i� a B~�pa«g Sch~pa� awd a PSEAS ap«vwa ~f Peww 
S¦a¦e'� Peww�Âp¿awia Sch~~p f~� EÁceppewce iw ¦he Ag�ic«p¦«�ap 
Sciewce�, Àhe�e �he Àipp �e�¿e a� a c~«w�ep~�.  Lewma i� a 
c~vvi¦¦ed pea�we�, aw ag�ic«p¦«�e ac¦i¿i�¦, awd a f«¦«�e peade� iw 
f~~d �ec«�i¦Â awd ed«ca¦i~w. Lewma ha� beew �a�¦ ~f ¦he Gp~bap 
Teach Ag Ne¦À~�m'� GOAL� ��~g�av, Àhe�e �he c~v�pe¦ed a 
¦eachiwg �~¦a¦i~w iw Tav�a, Fp~�ida. 

Chelsie Bomgardner i� a dedica¦ed awd dipigew¦ À~�me� Àh~ 
�¦�i¿e� ¦~ c�ea¦e a pa�¦iwg iv�ac¦ ~w he� c~vv«wi¦Â awd ¦he 
À~�pd a�~«wd he�. She �e�¿e� a� ¦he Vice P�e�idew¦ ~f ¦he 
N~�pebC~ Dai�Â 4-H cp«b, awd �e�¿ed a� a cha�¦e� ~ffice� f~� he� 
p~cap FFA cha�¦e�, Àhe�e �he ha� �a�¦ici�a¦ed awd À~w ¦he 
Peww�Âp¿awia S¦a¦e FFA C�eed c~v�e¦i¦i~w iw 2024.

Mary Walter �e�ide� iw Y~�m C~«w¦Â awd Àa� �ai�ed ~w a 4¦h-
gewe�a¦i~w pi¿e�¦~cm ��~d«c¦i~w fa�v Ài¦h ¦h�ee ~pde� �i�¦e��. 
Ma�Â �h~À� pi¿e�¦~cm a¦ he� c~«w¦Â fai� awd ha� beew iw¿~p¿ed iw 
4-H �iwce �he Àa� eigh¦ Âea�� ~pd. She i� a j«wi~� a¦ Peww S¦a¦e 
Uwi¿e��i¦Â, Àhe�e �he i� �«��«iwg a ca�ee� iw Ag�ic«p¦«�e awd 
EÁ¦ew�i~w Ed«ca¦i~w.

Garrett Kaltenbach i� a �ewi~� a¦ Wepp�b~�~ A�ea High Sch~~p. 
He ha� beew �a�¦ ~f ¦he favipÂ-~Àwed beef fa�v �iwce he Àa� 
b~�w, hep�iwg Ài¦h ¦he favipÂ he�d awd �ai�iwg hi� ~Àw awivap�. 
He i� P�e�idew¦ ~f ¦he G�awd CawÂ~w FFA cha�¦e� awd P�e�idew¦ 
~f ¦he Ti~ga C~«w¦Â J�. Fai� B~a�d.  Ga��e¦¦ ewj~Â� c~v�e¦iwg iw a 
¿a�ie¦Â ~f FFA CDS� awd c~w¦e�¦ ¦h�~«gh~«¦ ¦he Âea�.
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Ashley Ocker i� f�~v Chavbe��b«�g, Àhe�e �he �e�ide� Ài¦h he� 
�a�ew¦� awd Â~«wge� �i�¦e�. He� g�awdfa¦he� awd «wcpe c~-~Àw 
C�eem�ide Dai�Â, Àhe�e ¦heÂ vipm 150 H~p�¦eiw�. A�hpeÂ p~¿e� ¦~ 
ew¦e� h~ve g~~d� ��~d«c¦� awd c~-chai�� ¦he Y~«¦h F~~d� 
De�a�¦vew¦. A�hpeÂ i� ¦he �ec�e¦a�Â ~f ¦he J«wi~� Fai� B~a�d. She 
Àipp be a¦¦ewdiwg Shi��ew�b«�g Uwi¿e��i¦Â ¦~ vaj~� iw ea�pÂ 
chipdh~~d ed«ca¦i~w awd ��eciap ed«ca¦i~w. 

Jack Ross i� f�~v Lawca�¦e� awd Àa� w~¦ �ai�ed ~w a fa�v; 
h~Àe¿e�, he g�eÀ «� À~�miwg ap~wg�ide hi� dad, pea�wiwg ¦he 
¿ap«e ~f ha�d À~�m, �e��~w�ibipi¦Â, awd gaiwed aw iw¦e�e�¦ iw 
vechawic� a¦ aw ea�pÂ age. Jacm Àa� ac¦i¿e iw FFA d«�iwg hi� 
f�e�hvaw Âea� ~f high �ch~~p. He hepd v«p¦i�pe ~ffice� �~�i¦i~w�, 
iwcp«diwg Cha�¦e� T�ea�«�e�, Sec�e¦a�Â, awd C~«w¦Â T�ea�«�e�, 
awd he c~v�e¦ed iw e¿ew¦� �«ch a� ag�ic«p¦«�ap vechawic�, 
�«bpic ��eamiwg, awd ag�ic«p¦«�ap i��«e�. 

Sophia Spang ha� apÀaÂ� had a p~¿e f~� awivap� awd �e~�pe, F�~v 
he� fi��¦ ¿~p«w¦ee� j~b iw iw¦e�vedia¦e �ch~~p a¦ a p~cap h~��e 
ba�w ¦~ j~iwiwg FFA he� f�e�hvaw Âea�, �he ha� c~ve a p~wg ÀaÂ 
iw he� ag�ic«p¦«�ap j~«�weÂ.  She c«��ew¦pÂ �e�¿e� a� a peade� a¦ 
he� ch«�ch'� Y~«wg Ad«p¦ g�~«� awd ¦eache� S«wdaÂ �ch~~p 
cpa��e�. She �paw� ¦~ �¦a�¦ «� he� g~a¦ ��~d«c¦i~w ��~jec¦ iw ¦he 
wea� f«¦«�e.

Charley Lengel Kramer ha� beew dee�pÂ �~~¦ed iw ag�ic«p¦«�e 
f�~v a Â~«wg age. He� j~«�weÂ begaw Ài¦h ac¦i¿e �a�¦ici�a¦i~w iw 
FFA awd 4-H ¦h�~«gh~«¦ high �ch~~p, awd �he c~w¦iw«e� he� 
iw¿~p¿evew¦ d«�iwg c~ppege. She �ai�e� ca¦¦pe, g~a¦�, awd �ig� f~� 
b~¦h va�me¦ awd �h~À, awd i� w~À ��e�a�iwg ¦~ di¿e iw¦~ ¦he 
À~�pd ~f b�eediwg. C«��ew¦pÂ �¦«dÂiwg ¦~ bec~ve a ¿e¦e�iwa�iaw, 
Cha�peÂ'� ca�ee� g~ap� a�e a wa¦«�ap eÁ¦ew�i~w ~f he� �a��i~w f~� 
awivap ca�e awd ag�ic«p¦«�ap �ciewce. 

Brynn Karnes i� a �ewi~� a¦ Cew¦�ap C~p«vbia High Sch~~p. She i� 
¦he 2025-26 Cew¦�ap C~p«vbia FFA ��e�idew¦ awd ¦he 2025 
Bp~~v�b«�g Fai� Q«eew Ap¦e�wa¦e. She i� a vevbe� ~f ¦he F«¦«�e 
B«�iwe�� Leade�� ~f Ave�ica, S¦«dew¦� f~� Ew¿i�~wvew¦ap  Ac¦i~w 
Cp«b, awd ¦he D�ava Cp«b, Àhe�e �he i� ¦he Lead Fp~�ap De�igwe�. 
She ~Àw� Fi�hiwg C�eem Fp~�ap C~v�awÂ, vamiwg fl~�ap 
a��awgevew¦� Âea�-�~«wd awd �«wwiwg a �ea�~wap fl~Àe� fa�v iw 
S¦ippÀa¦e�, PA.

Kennady Laird i� a c«��ew¦ f�e�hvaw a¦ Peww S¦a¦e Uwi¿e��i¦Â.  
She i� iw¿~p¿ed Ài¦h ¦he Fa�v W~vew ~f Y~�m, The Red Li~w 
G�awge, Cpa�� ~f 2024 EÁec«¦i¿e C~«wcip, Occ«�a¦i~wap Ad¿i�~�Â 
C~vvi¦¦ee, awd a �a�¦ Red Li~w A�ea FFA vevbe�. KewwadÂ 
�e�¿ed a� a Peww�Âp¿awia FFA S¦a¦e Office�, Àhe�e �he ad¿~ca¦ed 
f~� ¦he FFA, ag�ic«p¦«�ap ed«ca¦i~w, awd ¦he ag�ic«p¦«�e iwd«�¦�Â.

Regan McDaniel i� a �ewi~� a¦ ¦he A¦hew� A�ea Sch~~p Di�¦�ic¦. 
She i� ew�~pped a¦ ¦he N~�¦he�w Tie� Ca�ee� Cew¦e� �«��«iwg 
¿~ca¦i~wap ¦�aiwiwg, f~c«�iwg ~w A«¦~v~¦i¿e B~dÂ C~ppi�i~w awd 
Re�ai�. She i� aw ac¦i¿e A¦hew� FFA cha�¦e� vevbe� �e�¿iwg ~w 
¦he viddpe �ch~~p ¦eav f~� ~we Âea� awd ¦he high �ch~~p ~ffice� 
¦eav f~� ¦h�ee c~w�ec«¦i¿e Âea�� a� Sec�e¦a�Â, Re�~�¦e�, awd Vice 
P�e�idew¦.  She ea�wed he� G�eewhawd, Cha�¦e�, awd C~«w¦Â 
deg�ee�. She Àa� �ec~gwiÉed Ài¦h ¦he O«¦�¦awdiwg Mevbe� 
AÀa�d iw 2023-24.

Lauren Kennedy i� f�~v Cpea�fiepd C~«w¦Â. She i� aw ac¦i¿e 
vevbe� ~f ¦he Cpea�fiepd FFA cha�¦e�, Àhe�e he� fa¿~�i¦e cpa�� 
Àa� Ag�ic«p¦«�ap Mechawic�, awd �he ha� ��ew¦ ¦ive c~v�e¦iwg iw 
¿a�i~«� CDE�. She ea�wed a ¦�i� ¦~ ¦he S¦a¦e C~w¿ew¦i~w iw ¦he 
Sewi~� P�e�a�ed P«bpic S�eamiwg c~w¦e�¦.  She Àipp be a¦¦ewdiwg 
Peww S¦a¦e Uwi¿e��i¦Â, Uwi¿e��i¦Â Pa�m, vaj~�iwg iw Ag�ic«p¦«�ap 
Sciewce.
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Senator Gephard, Brook Beamesderfer, Ava 
Immel, and Senator Martin on the Senate floor 
at the PA State Capitol.
 

The America250PA
Friends of Farm Show

Quilt will be on display
at the following fairs:

Luzerne County Fair
September 3-7, 2025

luzernecountyfair.com

Albion Fair
September 9-13, 2025

albionfair.com

Bloomsburg Fair
September 24, 2025
bloomsburgfair.com
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2025 All-American Dairy Show and Premier National Junior Show Events

 September 13-17, 2025

 https://allamericandairyshow.com
https://allamericandairyshow.com/schedule/

 
 PA Farm Show Complex & Expo Center, 2300 N. Cameron Street, Harrisburg, PA
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Best part of Farm Show?
I'v ¦ev�¦ed ¦~ �aÂ ¦he PA 
Dai�Âvew'� aww«ap vipm�hame. B«¦ a 
cp~�e �ec~wd i� j«�¦ ¦he �h~À’�
¿a�¦we��. I¦ i� a g�ea¦ eÂe-~�ewe� 
ab~«¦ h~À pa�ge Peww�Âp¿awia i�, 
awd j«�¦ h~À v«ch ag�ic«p¦«�e 
�paÂ� a di�ec¦ �a�¦ iw �~ vawÂ 
�e~�pe'� pi¿e�. 

Tell us about the new Department 
and classes.
We'�e eÁci¦ed ¦~ ha¿e Peww�Âp¿awia 
di�¦ippe�� bec~ve �a�¦ ~f ¦he 
Peww�Âp¿awia Fa�v Sh~À awd ¦~ 
�h~Àca�e app ~f ¦he g�ea¦ ��i�i¦� 
beiwg ��~d«ced Ài¦hiw ¦he �¦a¦e. I 
p~~m f~�Àa�d ¦~ �ha�iwg ¦he 
di�¦ippe��' �«cce�� Ài¦h ¦he �«bpic.

Arthur Etchells, Spirits 
Department Co- Chairperson

Can you tell us a bit about 
yourself and your background?
I vawage Peww�Âp¿awia Liba¦i~w� iw 
Phipadep�hia'� Readiwg Te�viwap 
Ma�me¦ a� vÂ f«pp-¦ive j~b. We 
��eciapiÉe iw eÁ�~�iwg awd �eppiwg 
Peww�Âp¿awia ��~d«ced ��i�i¦� awd 
¦~ ¦he 5+ vippi~w ¿i�i¦~�� ¦~ ¦he 
Ma�me¦ Âea�pÂ. I ha¿e ap�~ À�i¦¦ew 
ab~«¦ f~~d awd d�iwm iw 
Phipadep�hia f~� Âea�� awd 
��e¿i~«�pÂ À~�med f~� a 
Peww�Âp¿awia c�af¦ di�¦ippe�Â. I ha¿e 
beew a ��~jec¦ vawage� f~� ¦he 
Peww�Âp¿awia Di�¦ippe�� G«ipd f~� 
¦À~ Âea�� w~À awd av ¿e�Â eÁci¦ed 
¦~ be �a�¦ ~f hep�iwg Peww�Âp¿awia 
di�¦ippe�� g�~À awd bec~ve e¿ew 
v~�e iw¦eg�a¦ed iw¦~ ¦he �¦a¦e'� 
ag�ic«p¦«�ap iwd«�¦�Â. 

What was your first involvement 
in the Farm Show and now?
MÂ fi��¦ iw¿~p¿evew¦ iw ¦he Fa�v 
Sh~À Àa� a� a ¿i�i¦~�. I ¦~~m ¦he 
¦�aiw f�~v Phipadep�hia awd I 
�evevbe� beiwg ~¿e�Àhepved bÂ 
j«�¦ h~À big ¦he Fa�v Sh~À i�.

What was your first involvement 
in the Farm Show, and now?
I begaw a¦¦ewdiwg ¦he PA Fa�v 
Sh~À �e¿e�ap Âea�� ag~. Eigh¦ Oam� 
ap�~ �«��~�¦ed ¦he PA P�efe��ed 
�ece�¦i~w� ~¿e� ¦he pa�¦ feÀ Âea��. 
I av eÁci¦ed ¦~ hep� b�iwg PA 
S�i�i¦� ¦~ ¦he Fa�v Sh~À awd ¦epp 
¦he �¦~�Â ~f ¦he �ich hi�¦~�Â ~f PA 
ag�ic«p¦«�e a� i¦ �epa¦e� ¦~ di�¦ipped 
��i�i¦�.  
 
Best part of Farm Show?
MÂ fa¿~�i¦e �a�¦ ~f Fa�v Sh~À i� 
ge¦¦iwg ¦he chawce ¦~ ¦apm ¦~ ~¦he� 
fa�ve�� ab~«¦ ¦hei� ~�e�a¦i~w�. I 
e��eciappÂ ewj~Â ¦he pi¿e�¦~cm. 
 
Tell us about the new Department 
and classes
We’�e eÁci¦ed ¦~ aww~«wce ¦ha¦ ¦he 
Peww�Âp¿awia Fa�v Sh~À Àipp 
fea¦«�e a S�i�i¦� De�a�¦vew¦ f~� 
¦he fi��¦ ¦ive ¦hi� Âea�! I’v ��~«d 
¦~ �ha�e vÂ �a��i~w awd hep� 
highpigh¦ ¦he eÁce�¦i~wap di�¦ipped 
��i�i¦� beiwg c�af¦ed �igh¦ he�e iw 
Peww�Âp¿awia. The g~ap i� ¦~ 
��~v~¦e awd g�~À ¦he iwd«�¦�Â 
Àhipe �ec~gwiÉiwg ¦he di�¦ippe�ie� 
��~d«ciwg ~«¦�¦awdiwg ��~d«c¦� 
ac�~�� ¦he �¦a¦e.
 
Thi� weÀ �pa¦f~�v ~ffe�� a ¿ap«abpe 
~��~�¦«wi¦Â ¦~ �h~Àca�e ¦he 
di¿e��i¦Â, c�ea¦i¿i¦Â, awd 
c�af¦�vaw�hi� ~f Peww�Âp¿awia 
di�¦ippe��. BÂ c�ea¦iwg a pe¿ep 
�paÂiwg fiepd f~� c~v�e¦i¦i~w, ¦he 
Fa�v Sh~À Àipp hep� ��~d«ce�� 
gaiw Àepp-de�e�¿ed �ec~gwi¦i~w 
awd b�~ade� ¿i�ibipi¦Â. We h~�e 
¦ha¦ cepeb�a¦iwg ¦he�e 
achie¿evew¦� Àipp ��a�m g�ea¦e� 
c~w�«ve� iw¦e�e�¦ awd c~w¦iw«ed 
�«��~�¦ f~� p~cappÂ vade ��i�i¦�.
 
F~� ¦he iwa«g«�ap Âea�, ¦he S�i�i¦� 
De�a�¦vew¦ Àipp iwcp«de 12 
c~v�e¦i¦i~w cpa��e� �awgiwg f�~v 
Àhi�meÂ, b�awdÂ, ¿~dma, giw, awd 
�«v ¦~ �eadÂ-¦~-d�iwm ��~d«c¦� 
awd ��eciap¦Â ��i�i¦�. AÀa�d� Àipp 
ap�~ be gi¿ew f~� PA P�efe��ed 
��i�i¦�. The c~v�e¦i¦i~w Àipp be.

~�ew ¦~ awÂ Peww�Âp¿awia Livi¦ed 
Di�¦ippe�Â Ài¦h aw ac¦i¿e Livi¦ed 
Di�¦ippe�Â picew�e awd c«��ew¦ 
vevbe��hi� iw ¦he Peww�Âp¿awia 
Di�¦ippe�� G«ipd. App ew¦�ie� v«�¦ be 
fe�vew¦ed awd di�¦ipped iw 
Peww�Âp¿awia

New Faces, Fresh Energy: Meet Our Newest Department Chairpersons of the PA Farm Show!
(C~w¦iw«ed f�~v �age 4)

We look forward to 
seeing you at the

 Pennsylvania 
 Farm Show!

Jan. 10-17, 2026
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c/� PA Fa¨� Sh�Í C��¥}eÒ & EÒ¥� Ce�´e¨
2300 N�¨´h Ca�e¨�� S´¨ee´
Ha¨¨i¬b¹¨g, PA 17110

Is Hiring!
appl� at:

emplo�ment.pa.go�

Pe��¬Ó}Ìa�ia 
 Fa¨� Sh�Í C��¥}eÒ 

 a�d EÒ¥� Ce�´e¨ Sched¹}e
Highlights of Upcoming Events

Email: farmshowfriends@gmail.com    
Website: www.friendsoffarmshow.com 
Like us on Facebook: FriendsofPAFarmShow 
Insta: friendsofpafarmshow  

Plus hundreds of other entertaining 
 and educational events.  

 See the full schedule here 

 Jan. 10-17, 2026           PA Farm Show 2026

September 13-17, 2025   All American Dairy Show

Sept. 26 - Oct. 5, 2025   Keystone International                         
Livestock Expo

Oct. 9-19, 2025  Pennsylvania National Horse Show
 

https://employment.pa.gov/

