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Dates to Remember!

AG Progress Days
August 12-14, 2025

All-American Dairy Show
September 13 - 17, 2025

KILE
September 26 - October 5, 2025

PA Farm Show
January 10 - 17, 2026

Cover Picture: Ag Progress Days Logo. Ag Progress Days is August 12 - 14, 2025 at the Russell E. 
Larson Agricultural Research Center, 2710 W. Pine Grove Road, Pennsylvania Furnace, PA 16865.
Photo: Rachel Schlegel

https://www.friendsoffarmshow.com/
https://fofsnewsletter@gmail.com/
mailto:farmshowfriends@gmail.com
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The 2026 Peww�Âp¿awia Fa�v Sh~À 
i� gea�iwg «� ¦~ be agaiw a 
vipe�¦~we cepeb�a¦i~w c~v�pe¦e 
Ài¦h weÀ awd «�da¦ed c~w¦e�¦�, 
eÁci¦iwg chawge�, awd e¿ew 
iwc�ea�ed ��evi«v� f~� 
�a�¦ici�aw¦� ac�~�� e¿e�Â 
de�a�¦vew¦. The C~vv~wÀeap¦h'� 
��~«de�¦ ¦�adi¦i~w Àipp �hiwe a 
��~¦pigh¦ ~w eÁhibi¦~�'� c�ea¦i¿i¦Â, 
¦apew¦, awd ag�ic«p¦«�ap eÁceppewce, 
Ài¦h ¦he highpigh¦ ~f Ave�ica’� 
250¦h awwi¿e��a�Â awd ¦he �¦a¦e’� 
«wva¦ched ag�ic«p¦«�e he�i¦age.

Ave�ica250-Theved Cpa��e�
Ac�~�� e¿e�Â de�a�¦vew¦, ��eciap 
Ave�ica250-¦heved cpa��e� Àipp 
c~vvev~�a¦e ¦he wa¦i~w’� 
�evi�«iwcew¦ewwiap, ~ffe�iwg a 
«wi�«e ÀaÂ f~� eÁhibi¦~�� ¦~ ea�w 
cepeb�a¦~�Â �~�e¦¦e �ibb~w�.

A T~a�¦ ¦~ ¦he NeÀ S�i�i¦� 
De�a�¦vew¦
A b�awd-weÀ S�i�i¦� De�a�¦vew¦ i� 
deb«¦iwg Ài¦h 12 c~v�e¦i¦i¿e 
cpa��e�. Ew¦�ie� Àipp c~v�e¦e f~� 
G~pd, Sip¿e�, awd B�~wÉe vedap�, 
Ài¦h ��eciap �ec~gwi¦i~w f~� PA 
P�efe��ed awd Be�¦ ~f Sh~À 
�epec¦i~w�. Chee�� ¦~ ¦ha¦!

Ta�¦ie� Thaw E¿e�
F~~d p~¿e��, �ej~ice! The Vege¦abpe 
De�a�¦vew¦ i� eÁ�awdiwg Ài¦h 
depici~«� weÀ cpa��e� iwcp«diwg 
b�ead, �ie, c~~mie�, awd came�. 
MeawÀhipe, ¦he Peach JeppÂ Cawwed 
G~~d cpa�� ha� j~iwed ¦he FavipÂ 
Li¿iwg �ec¦i~w.

Li¿e�¦~cm & P~«p¦�Â Ge¦ a Maj~� 
U�g�ade
The�e a�e weÀ ~��~�¦«wi¦ie� f~� 
j«wi~� awd ad«p¦ eÁhibi¦~�� apime, 
iwcp«diwg:

  *   J«wi~� Ma�me¦ T«�meÂ Hew awd 
T~v
  *   Li¿e P~«p¦�Â Cpa��e� (de�ewdiwg 
~w iwd«�¦�Â f~� 2026)
  *   NeÀ Peww�Âp¿awia-B�ed Di¿i�i~w� 
iw  J«wi~� Ma�me¦
  *   Ma�¦e� Sh~Àvaw�hi� Re�e�¿e 
Chav�i~w AÀa�d�
  *   Ad«p¦ Sh~Àvaw�hi� Cpa��e� f~� 
D�af¦ H~��e

What's New at the 2026 PA Farm Show!

  *   NeÀ Rabbi¦ Va�ie¦ie�, iwcp«diwg 
Sip¿e� Ti��ed S¦eep f~� Ne¦he�pawd 
DÀa�f� awd Sv~me Pea�p f~� Miwi 
Sa¦iw�
  *   Y~«¦h Rabbi¦ P~�¦e� Cpa��e� f~� 
b~¦h begiwwe�� awd ad¿awced 
pe¿ep�

C�ea¦i¿i¦Â awd C«p¦«�e ~w Di��paÂ
F�~v «�cÂcped fa�hi~w ¦~ gp~bap 
f~~d ¦�adi¦i~w�, ¦he FavipÂ Li¿iwg 
De�a�¦vew¦ i� g~iwg gp~bap:

  *   NeÀ cpa��e� f~� U�cÂcped 
Ga�vew¦�, Chef’� A��~w�, D�e��e�, 
Paw¦�, awd Smi�¦�
  *   Gp~bap G~«�ve¦ cpa��e� iw 
Ad¿awced 4-H F~~d�
  *   4-H �~�¦e�� awd w~¦eb~~m� 
f~c«�ed ~w TeÁ¦ipe Sciewce & 
C«p¦«�ap Cp~¦hiwg
  *   NeÀ �«ip¦ ca¦eg~�ie� f~� Bed 
SiÉe awd Th�~À/C�ib c�ea¦i~w�

H~��e P«ppiwg Ài¦h a Side ~f 
Lea�wiwg
Iw a weÀ ¦Ài�¦, ¦hi� Âea�’� H~��e 
P«ppiwg e¿ew¦� Àipp iwcp«de Ba�w 
Tapm� ¦h�~«gh~«¦ ¦he Àeem, gi¿iwg 
¿i�i¦~�� a chawce ¦~ pea�w v~�e 
ab~«¦ ¦he awivap�, ¦echwi�«e�, awd 
¦�adi¦i~w� behiwd ¦hi� ¦h�ippiwg 
c~v�e¦i¦i~w.

NeÀ R«pe� f~� a Safe�, Fai�e� Sh~À
T~ ew�«�e �afe¦Â awd ¦�aw��a�ewcÂ, 
¦he f~pp~Àiwg chawge� Àipp ¦ame 
effec¦:

  *   App eÁhibi¦~�� v«�¦ �igw awd 
«�p~ad a Sh~À Riwg C~de ~f E¦hic� 
Ài¦h ew¦�ie�.
  *   Ba�w Àa¦ch �e�~�¦iwg Àipp be 
a¿aipabpe f~� pi¿e�¦~cm eÁhibi¦~��
  *   J� Ma�me¦ ba�w� Àipp cp~�e f�~v 
8 PM ¦~ 4 AM
  *   Te�¦iwg f~� be¦a ag~wi�¦� iw J� 
Ma�me¦ awivap�
  *   NeÀ �~«�ciwg �«pe� f~� J� 
Ma�me¦ ¦«�meÂ� b«¦ iw¦ew¦ f~�v �¦ipp 
weeded
  *   T~� 5 J� Ma�me¦ T«�meÂ� Àipp 
ad¿awce ¦~ ¦he �ape
  *   $20 fi¦¦iwg �¦awd �¦icme� 
�e�«i�ed f~� �hee� awd g~a¦ 
eÁhibi¦~��
  *   S�ecific g«idepiwe� awd fee� f~� 
Beef Ca¦¦pe ¦ie-~«¦ ga¦ed a�ea�

S�~¦pigh¦ ~w Peww�Âp¿awia 
C~vv~di¦ie�
The Bee� C~w¦e�¦ Àipp w~À 
�ec~vvewd b«¦ w~¦ �e�«i�e ¦ha¦ 
ew¦�ie� highpigh¦ Peww�Âp¿awia-
g�~Àw ~� ��~ce��ed ag�ic«p¦«�ap 
��~d«c¦�—a g�ea¦ ÀaÂ ¦~ �h~À ~ff 
¦he �¦a¦e’� b~«w¦Â, ~we �iw¦ a¦ a 
¦ive.

Iwc�ea�ed P�evi«v� Ac�~�� ¦he 
B~a�d
A� a �h~À ~f a���ecia¦i~w f~� ¦he 
�a��i~w awd eff~�¦ ¦ha¦ g~e� iw¦~ 
e¿e�Â eÁhibi¦, ¦he Fa�v Sh~À 
C~vvi��i~w i� iwc�ea�iwg 
��evi«v� iw e¿e�Â de�a�¦vew¦ 
agaiw f~� 2026. Thi� i� a ¦e�¦avew¦ 
¦~ ¦he Fa�v Sh~À C~vvi��i~w'� 
c~vvi¦vew¦ ¦~ ¦he eÁhibi¦~��, awd 
e¿e�Â¦hiwg ¦heÂ c~w¦�ib«¦e ¦~ ¦he 
C~vv~wÀeap¦h.

Whe¦he� Â~«’�e a bame�, b�eede�, 
b�eÀe�, ~� b«ddiwg de�igwe�, ¦he 
2026 Peww�Âp¿awia Fa�v Sh~À i� 
Â~«� �¦age. F�~v �ibb~w� ¦~ 
�ec~gwi¦i~w, ¦hi� i� Â~«� Âea� ¦~ 
�hiwe. S~ �¦a�¦ �pawwiwg Â~«� 
ew¦�ie�, �e�fec¦ Â~«� c�af¦, awd ge¦ 
�eadÂ ¦~ �h~Àca�e Â~«� ha�d À~�m 
awd ��ide iw f�~w¦ ~f ¦he ew¦i�e 
C~vv~wÀeap¦h.

F~� f«pp c~w¦e�¦ de¦aip�, �«pe�, awd 
�egi�¦�a¦i~w iwf~, ¿i�i¦ R«pe� & 
Reg«pa¦i~w� | Peww�Âp¿awia Fa�v 
Sh~À | C~vv~wÀeap¦h ~f 
Peww�Âp¿awia<h¦¦��://ÀÀÀ.�a.g~¿
/agewcie�/fa�v�h~À/�a-fa�v-
�h~À/eÁhibi¦/�«pe�-
�eg«pa¦i~w�.h¦vp>. Ew¦�ie� Àipp be 
~�ew vid-J«pÂ. F~� �«e�¦i~w�, Â~« 
vaÂ �each ~«¦ ¦~ ¦he �h~À ~ffice 
a¦ 717-787-2905 ~� evaip 
fa�v�h~À@�a.g~¿.
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The Pennsylvania 4-H State 
Council is a select group of youth 
leaders who serve and promote the 
4-H program at the local, county, 
regional, state, and national levels. 
These young leaders, aged 16 to 18, 
have a passion for promoting the 
4-H program.  Council members 
advocate in Harrisburg by 
networking with policymakers 
from across the Commonwealth to 
make their youth voice heard on a 
state and sometimes federal level.  
Members serve for a year and are 
chosen through an application and 
interview process.  Other examples 
of council activities include visiting 
counties to conduct local club 
officer trainings, coordinating the 
State Leadership Conference, and 
SLC Junior. events, and participate 
in industry tours.  As a team, 
members meet and greet the 
public annually at the PA Farm 
Show and Ag Progress Days. Not 
only do council members serve as 
role models for their peers and 
younger members, but they also 
participate in skill development 
that grows their own leadership 
abilities.

During May, the PA 4-H State Council had the wonderful opportunity to 
attend Farm City Days. This event was organized to promote agriculture 
to urban/suburban youth through a full day of activities featuring 
vendors and agricultural leaders from organizations like 4-H and Penn 
State Extension. The council was thrilled to attend and see how amazed 
the kids were with our activity. Council members did the “bean in a bag” 
experiment, where we explained the process of plant growth using a 
plastic bag, a cotton ball, a seed, water, and their body heat to start 
germination. The Council was also excited to see Secretary Redding in 
attendance. He helped promote agriculture and took time to visit each

Meet PA 4-H State Council

Pictured left to right: Sami Jo Hayman, Giuseppe Schiano Di Cola, Secretary Russell 
Redding, Alyssa Bergenstock, Kaylee Baker.                                        

The 4H booth at Farm-City Days, which was held at the PA Farm Show Complex.
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¦abpe. We e¿ew ga¿e hiv a pi¦¦pe 
h~veÀ~�m—hi� ¿e�Â ~Àw beaw ¦~ 
g�~À!
 
O¿e�app, i¦ Àa� a f«w awd �eÀa�diwg 
e¿ew¦, awd i¦ Àa� g�ea¦ ¦~ �ee h~À 
ewgaged awd ew¦h«�ia�¦ic app ¦he 
mid� Àe�e. 

Iw J«we, ¦he PA 4-H S¦a¦e C~«wcip 
hepd aw iw-�e��~w b«�iwe�� 
vee¦iwg awd had ¦he ~��~�¦«wi¦Â 
¦~ �e��e�ew¦ ¦he 4-H ��~g�av a¦ 
Peww�Âp¿awia'� Ca�i¦~p iw 
Ha��i�b«�g, PA. C~«wcip vevbe�� 
ewgaged Ài¦h �e��e�ew¦a¦i¿e� awd 
�ewa¦~�� f�~v ac�~�� ¦he 
C~vv~wÀeap¦h ¦~ ad¿~ca¦e f~� ¦he 
4-H ��~g�av d«�iwg Peww S¦a¦e’� 
C~ppege ~f Ag�ic«p¦«�ap Sciewce�’ 
Ca�i¦~p DaÂ. A f«w ÀaÂ f~� C~«wcip 
vevbe�� ¦~ c~wwec¦ ~w a v~�e 
�e��~wap pe¿ep Ài¦h pegi�pa¦~�� Àa� 
bÂ ewj~Âiwg �~ciap ¦ive ¦~ge¦he� 
Ài¦h Peww S¦a¦e Be�meÂ C�eave�Â 
ice c�eav.
 
S¦aÂ ¦«wed f~� v~�e ab~«¦ 
Peww�Âp¿awia 4-H S¦a¦e C~«wcip'� 
ad¿ew¦«�e� iw ¦he weÁ¦ i��«e ~f ¦he 
F�iewd� ~f ¦he Fa�v Sh~À 
F~«wda¦i~w weÀ�pe¦¦e�.

C~«wcip Mevbe�� Ài¦h A��~cia¦e Deaw awd Di�ec¦~� ~f Peww S¦a¦e EÁ¦ew�i~w D�. 
Jeff�eÂ HÂde, Di�¦�ic¦ 47 Sewa¦~� Epde� A. V~gep J�., a� Àepp a� Peww S¦a¦e EÁ¦ew�i~w 
a��~cia¦e di�ec¦~� f~� ��~g�av� Ch�i� H~«�e�, Deaw ~f Ag�ic«p¦«�ap Sciewce� T�~Â 
O¦¦, awd Di�ec¦~� ~f C~ppege Repa¦i~w� awd C~vv«wica¦i~w� Ta�a M~wd~cm.

4-H Prepares Young People to be Beyond Ready

4-H ev�~Àe�� Â~«wg �e~�pe Ài¦h �mipp� ¦he cpa���~~v d~e�w’¦ 
apÀaÂ� ¦each. C~wfidewce, ¦he mw~À-h~À ¦~ À~�m Àepp Ài¦h ~¦he��, 
¦he abipi¦Â ¦~ �«�h ¦h�~«gh chappewge�, awd �¦icm Ài¦h a j~b «w¦ip i¦ 
ge¦� d~we. Iw 4-H, Àe d~w’¦ j«�¦ ��e�a�e Â~«¦h Ài¦h ¦he mw~Àpedge 
¦~ ge¦ ¦h�~«gh pife’� ~b�¦acpe�; Àe ¦each ¦hev h~À ¦~ c~w�«e� ¦hev.

4‑H ��~g�av�' hawd�-~w a���~ach gi¿e� Â~«wg �e~�pe g«idawce, 
¦~~p�, awd ewc~«�agevew¦, awd ¦hew �«¦� ¦hev iw ¦he d�i¿e�’� �ea¦ 
¦~ vame g�ea¦ ¦hiwg� ha��ew. Iwde�ewdew¦ �e�ea�ch ��~¿e� ¦he 
«w�a�appeped iv�ac¦ ~f ¦he 4‑H eÁ�e�iewce.

C~«wcip vevbe�� Ài¦h Deaw ~f Ag�ic«p¦«�ap Sciewce� T�~Â O¦¦ awd Di�ec¦~� 
~f C~ppege Repa¦i~w� awd C~vv«wica¦i~w� Ta�a M~wd~cm.
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Sec�e¦a�Â Reddiwg a��~iw¦ed Heidi Sec~�d iw MaÂ ¦~ �e�¿e a� ¦he De�«¦Â Sec�e¦a�Â f~� Fa�v, 
F~~d, awd Ma�me¦ Acce��.

Heidi i� aw eÁ�e�iewced peade� ~w �¦a¦e awd wa¦i~wap ag�ic«p¦«�ap i��«e� awd ha� ~¿e� 30 Âea�� ~f 
di�ec¦ va�me¦ fa�viwg awd �egewe�a¦i¿e ag�ic«p¦«�e eÁ�e�iewce. She awd he� h«�bawd, Ga�Â Bp~��, 
~Àw awd ~�e�a¦e a di¿e��ified ¿ege¦abpe ~�e�a¦i~w Ài¦h a C~vv«wi¦Â S«��~�¦ed Ag�ic«p¦«�e 
vevbe��hi� awd fa�ve�-ped p~cap f~~d h«b a¦ ¦he J~�ie P~�¦e� Fa�v iw S¦�~«d�b«�g, Peww�Âp¿awia.

Bef~�e ¦hi� �~pe, ¦he Bidew-Ha��i� Adviwi�¦�a¦i~w a��~iw¦ed Heidi a� ¦he S¦a¦e EÁec«¦i¿e Di�ec¦~� 
~f ¦he USDA Peww�Âp¿awia Fa�v Se�¿ice AgewcÂ (FSA), Àhe�e �he �e�¿ed f~� ¦h�ee Âea��. She i� ¦he 
�a�¦ P�e�idew¦ ~f Peww�Âp¿awia Fa�ve�� Uwi~w awd �e�¿ed ~w ¦he Na¦i~wap Fa�ve�� Uwi~w B~a�d ~f 
Di�ec¦~��. She ha� beew ac¦i¿epÂ ewgaged iw ag�ic«p¦«�ap ed«ca¦i~w awd �~picÂ À~�m iw 
Peww�Âp¿awia, ha¿iwg �e�¿ed ~w ¦he Pa�a S«�¦aiwabpe Ag�ic«p¦«�e B~a�d, Peww�Âp¿awia S¦a¦e 

Heidi Secord to Serve as the Deputy Secretary for Farm, Food, and Market Access

C~«wcip ~f Fa�v O�gawiÉa¦i~w�, M~w�~e C~«w¦Â C~w�e�¿a¦i~w Di�¦�ic¦ B~a�d, awd App T~ge¦he� N~À Peww�Âp¿awia. Heidi i� a 
Peww�Âp¿awia R«�ap-U�baw Leade��hi� P�~g�av (RULE) g�ad«a¦e, Cpa�� XII, awd aw OÁfav Ave�ica Si�¦e�� ~w ¦he Ppawe¦ Avba��ad~�.

Heidi ea�wed a bachep~�’� deg�ee iw b«�iwe�� adviwi�¦�a¦i~w f�~v ¦he Uwi¿e��i¦Â ~f Rh~de I�pawd awd �e�¿ed a� a Peace C~��� 
¿~p«w¦ee� f~� ¦h�ee Âea�� iw Mapi awd Le�~¦h~, c~wcew¦�a¦iwg ~w �«b�i�¦ewce ag�ic«p¦«�e ��~jec¦� awd À~vew’� c~~�e�a¦i¿e ��~g�av�.

NOMINATIONS OPEN FOR JAN HARDING RUSLAVAGE MEMORIAL SERVICE & PROMOTION 
AWARD TO RECOGNIZE A YOUNG INDIVIDUAL WITH EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE TO PA DAIRY
The Award Is Intended to Recognize a Young Individual Who Is Committed to Dairy Service

Ha��i�b«�g, PA. – The Jaw Ha�diwg R«�pa¿age Mev~�iap Se�¿ice & P�~v~¦i~w AÀa�d ��~g�av i� ~wce agaiw ~�ew ¦~ �ec~gwiÉe aw iwdi¿id«ap be¦Àeew ¦he 
age� ~f 18 awd 30 Àh~ ha� dev~w�¦�a¦ed eÁce�¦i~wap �e�¿ice ¦~ awd ��~v~¦i~w ~f Peww�Âp¿awia’� dai�Â iwd«�¦�Â. The aÀa�d ��~g�av Àa� e�¦abpi�hed iw 
2024 ¦~ h~w~� ¦he vev~�Â awd di�¦iwg«i�hed �e�¿ice ~f Jawe¦ Ha�diwg R«�pa¿age ¦~ Peww�Âp¿awia’� dai�Â iwd«�¦�Â. The aÀa�d Àipp ��~¿ide �ec~gwi¦i~w awd 
fiwawciap �«��~�¦ ¦~ aw ~«¦�¦awdiwg Â~«wg iwdi¿id«ap Àh~ ha� dev~w�¦�a¦ed a c~vvi¦vew¦ ¦~ dai�Â �e�¿ice awd ��~v~¦i~w ¦h�~«gh ¦he c~w¦�ib«¦i~w� 
¦heÂ a�e vamiwg ¦~ ew�ich ¦he f«¦«�e ~f Peww�Âp¿awia’� dai�Â iwd«�¦�Â. 

N~viwa¦i~w� caw be �«bvi¦¦ed ~wpiwe a¦ ÀÀÀ.cew¦e�f~�dai�ÂeÁceppewce.~�g/jawe¦-ha�diwg-�«�pa¿age-aÀa�d awd a�e d«e bÂ A«g«�¦ 4, 2025. The Àiwwiwg 
iwdi¿id«ap Àipp �ecei¿e a $3,000 ca�h aÀa�d awd �ec~gwi¦i~w a¦ ¦he aww«ap Peww�Âp¿awia Dai�Â P�iwce�� S¦a¦e Pageaw¦ iw Se�¦evbe�.

T~ �«apifÂ f~� ¦hi� aÀa�d, iwdi¿id«ap� v«�¦ be a Peww�Âp¿awia �e�idew¦, be¦Àeew ¦he age� ~f 18 awd 30 Âea�� ~pd, a high �ch~~p g�ad«a¦e, awd �«��«iwg a 
ca�ee� iw ~� �epa¦ed ¦~ ¦he dai�Â iwd«�¦�Â.
 
Q«api¦ie� ~f �~ve~we �ec~gwiÉed ¦h�~«gh ¦hi� aÀa�d c~«pd iwcp«de:

Se�¿aw¦ peade��hi� a¦¦i¦«de
High pe¿ep ~f iw¦eg�i¦Â
Hep�f«p, f�iewdpÂ di��~�i¦i~w
C~w�ciew¦i~«�, ¦i�epe�� À~�m e¦hic
C~v�a��i~wa¦e, gi¿iwg wa¦«�e
S¦�~wg �a��i~w f~� ¦he dai�Â iwd«�¦�Â ~� a ��ecific a��ec¦ ~f dai�Â
A dev~w�¦�a¦ed c~vvi¦vew¦ ¦~ c~w¦�ib«¦iwg ¦~ ¦he iwd«�¦�Â iw a �~�i¦i¿e ÀaÂ
 
EÁav�pe� ~f ÀaÂ� ¦he iwdi¿id«ap c~«pd be �e�¿iwg ¦he iwd«�¦�Â iwcp«de beiwg ac¦i¿epÂ iw¿~p¿ed iw dai�Â ��~v~¦i~w; �e�¿iwg iw a peade��hi� �~�i¦i~w iw a 
dai�Â �e�¿ice ~� b�eed ~�gawiÉa¦i~w; b«ipdiwg dai�Â aÀa�ewe�� iw ¦hei� p~cap c~vv«wi¦Â; �e�¿iwg iw aw ad¿i�~�Â �~pe f~� a dai�Â Â~«¦h ~�gawiÉa¦i~w; 
c~w¦�ib«¦iwg ¦~ �e�ea�ch ~� ed«ca¦i~w ad¿awciwg ¦he f«¦«�e ~f dai�Â; ~� iw vawÂ ~¦he� ca�aci¦ie�. The c~vvi¦¦ee Àipp be p~~miwg f~� iwdi¿id«ap� Àh~ 
v~dep ¦he idew¦ified �«api¦ie�.

N~viwa¦i~w� f~� ¦he Jaw Ha�diwg R«�pa¿age Mev~�iap Se�¿ice & P�~v~¦i~w AÀa�d v«�¦ be �«bvi¦¦ed bÂ A«g«�¦ 4, 2025. Iwdi¿id«ap� caw be w~viwa¦ed 
¦h�~«gh a �epf-w~viwa¦i~w ~� bÂ aw~¦he� iwdi¿id«ap Àh~ Ài�he� ¦~ �ec~gwiÉe ¦hei� achie¿evew¦� iw ¦he iwd«�¦�Â.

T~ w~viwa¦e aw iwdi¿id«ap f~� ¦hi� aÀa�d, ¿i�i¦ ÀÀÀ.cew¦e�f~�dai�ÂeÁceppewce.~�g/jawe¦-ha�diwg-�«�pa¿age-aÀa�d ¦~ �«bvi¦ i¦ Ài¦h «� ¦~ ¦h�ee pe¦¦e�� ~f 
�«��~�¦ f~� ¦he w~viwee. C~w¦ac¦ JaÂwe Seb�igh¦ a¦ j�eb�igh¦@cew¦e�f~�dai�ÂeÁceppewce.~�g ~� capp 717-346-0849 Ài¦h �«e�¦i~w� ab~«¦ ¦he aÀa�d.
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Investing in the Future: Supporting the Farm Show Junior Committee

The F�iewd� ~f ¦he Fa�v Sh~À F~«wda¦i~w i� ��~«d 
¦~ c~w¦iw«e i¦� �¦�~wg �«��~�¦ ~f ¦he Fa�v Sh~À 
J«wi~� C~vvi¦¦ee - aw ewe�ge¦ic g�~«� ~f Â~«wg 
peade�� Àh~ �paÂ a meÂ �~pe iw ¦he �«cce�� ~f ¦he 
aww«ap Fa�v Sh~À. A� iw¦e�¿ieÀ� f~� ¦he 2026 
J«wi~� C~vvi¦¦ee a�e w~À «wde�ÀaÂ, eÁci¦evew¦ 
i� high. Wi¦h 49 �a��i~wa¦e a��picaw¦� ¦hi� Âea�, i¦'� 
cpea� ¦ha¦ ¦he weÁ¦ gewe�a¦i~w i� eage� ¦~ 
c~w¦�ib«¦e, pea�w, awd pead.

The J«wi~� C~vvi¦¦ee i� v~�e ¦haw j«�¦ a hep�iwg 
hawd; i¦’� a ¿i¦ap �a�¦ ~f ¦he Fa�v Sh~À’� ~�e�a¦i~w. 
F�~v �«��~�¦iwg e¿ew¦ p~gi�¦ic� awd a��i�¦iwg Ài¦h 
ed«ca¦i~wap eÁhibi¦� ¦~ �e��e�ew¦iwg ¦he �h~À a¦ 
�«bpic e¿ew¦� awd pea�wiwg f�~v ag�ic«p¦«�ap 

 

��~fe��i~wap�, ¦he�e �¦«dew¦� gaiw �eap-À~�pd 
eÁ�e�iewce ¦ha¦ �¦�ewg¦hew� b~¦h ¦hei� �e��~wap 
g�~À¦h awd ¦he f«¦«�e ~f Peww�Âp¿awia ag�ic«p¦«�e.

 The F�iewd� �ee ¦he J«wi~� C~vvi¦¦ee a� a 
¿ap«abpe iw¿e�¦vew¦ - ~we ¦ha¦ apigw� Ài¦h ~«� 
vi��i~w ¦~ �«��~�¦ ed«ca¦i~w, peade��hi�, awd 
ag�ic«p¦«�e. BÂ f«wdiwg ¦hi� ��~g�av, Àe a�e 
hep�iwg ¦~ c«p¦i¿a¦e ¦~v~��~À’� iwd«�¦�Â peade�� 
Àhipe ewhawciwg ¦he �«api¦Â awd �each ~f ¦he Fa�v 
Sh~À eÁ�e�iewce f~� app a¦¦ewdee�.

We p~~m f~�Àa�d ¦~ Àepc~viwg ¦he 2026 J«wi~� 
C~vvi¦¦ee awd ¦hawm app a��picaw¦� f~� ¦hei� 
ew¦h«�ia�v awd c~vvi¦vew¦.

Pennsylvania 
 Farm Show Complex 

 and Expo Center Schedule

 Tuesdays & Fridays - Farmers Open Air Market

Sundays - Flea Market (Elmerton Lot)

 July 11 - Harrisburg Community Job Fair

July 12 - 13 Downunder Horsemanship Walkabout
 

July 12, 19, August 9, 16 - Susquehanna SCCA 
Autocross

July 23 - 26: Mecum Car Auction

  Jan. 10-17, 2026           PA Farm Show 2026
 

  Plus hundreds of other entertaining 
 and educational events.  

 See the full schedule here 
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Congratulations
2025-2026

PA State FFA 
Officers!

The Peww�Âp¿awia S¦a¦e FFA hepd ¦hei� S¦a¦e C~w¿ew¦i~w a¦ Peww S¦a¦e, Ei�ewh~Àe� 
A«di¦~�i«v iw S¦a¦e C~ppege ~w J«we 10-13, 2025.  O¿e� 2,000 FFA vevbe��, ad¿i�~��, awd 
g«e�¦� ga¦he�ed ¦~ cepeb�a¦e a Âea� ~f g�~À¦h, �e�¿ice, awd «wi¦Â a¦ ¦he Peww�Âp¿awia FFA 
S¦a¦e C~w¿ew¦i~w. Wi¦h ~¿e� 25 c~v�e¦i¦i¿e e¿ew¦�, ewgagiwg peade��hi� À~�m�h~��, awd 

wea�pÂ 56 depega¦e� �e��e�ew¦iwg ¦hei� cha�¦e��, ¦he Àeem Àa� fipped Ài¦h ~��~�¦«wi¦Â awd 
iv�ac¦. M~�e ¦haw j«�¦ a c~v�e¦i¦i~w, i¦ Àa� a ¦ive ¦~ c~wwec¦, c~ppab~�a¦e, awd b«ipd 

pifep~wg f�iewd�hi��. 
 -Chp~e B«vga�dwe� Pa�¦ S¦a¦e FFA P�e�idew¦
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PA FFA was excited  with a new FFA Charter for 
McCaskey School.

Krista Pontius, of Greenwood, was chosen as the 2025 
Pennsylvania Golden Owl.



The America250PA Friends of the PA Farm Show Quilt
will be on display on these dates at the following fairs:

 Wolf's Corner Fair June 29 - July 5, 2025
www.wolfscornerfair.com

 
Franklin County Fair July 6 - 9, 2025

franklincofair.org
 

Lycoming Fair July 11 - 16, 2025
lycomingfair.net

 
York State Fair July 19 - 27, 2025

yorkstatefair.com
 

Elk County Fair August 5 - 9, 2025
 elkcountyfair.wordpress.com

AG Progress Days August 12 - 14, 2025
agsci.psu.edu

 
Perry County Fair August 15 -16, 2025

pecofairpa.com 
 

Centre County Grange Fair August 17 - 23, 2025
grangefair.com

The Great Allentown Fair August 27 - September 1, 2025
 www.allentownfair.com

 
Albion Fair September 9 - 13, 2025

albionfair.com
 

Bloomsburg Fair September 24, 2025
bloomsburgfair.com
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America250PA Quilt

Coming to a Fair 

 Near You!



15



16

PA State Fair Queen Ava Immel, and 
PA State Fair Queen Alternate 
Brooke Beamesderfer attended the 
Blessing of the Balers held on May 6, 
,at the PA State Capitol in 
Harrisburg. 

Rep. Bud Cook (R-
Greene/Washington) hosted the 
third Annual Blessing of the Balers 
to help draw attention to the state's 
top industry, agriculture. The Beef 
Council was on hand with free 
hamburgers to celebrate May as 
Beef Month. 

 

 

 

Ava and Brooke were invited to the 
floor of the Senate for pictures with 
Senator Martin and Senator 
Gephard.  Ava was recognized with a 
citation from Senator Martin.

Blessing of the Balers 
at the PA State Capitol

Senator Gephard, Brook Beamesderfer, Ava 
Immel, and Senator Martin on the Senate floor 
at the PA State Capitol.
 

PA State Fair Queen Ava, Rep. Bud 
Cook, and  Brooke Beamesderfer, 
Alternate Queen at the Blessing of 
the Balers event. 

In May, I participated in the Blessing of the Balers, a meaningful tradition 
where we prayed over hay balers in hopes of a safe and successful hay 
season. This event was a powerful reminder of the deep roots agriculture 
has in both faith and community. Following that, I had the distinct honor of 
being introduced by Senator Scott Martin on the Pennsylvania Senate floor. 
Standing in that chamber and being recognized for my involvement in 
agriculture and fair representation was a moment I’ll never forget.

To round out an impactful month at the Capitol, I also witnessed 
Pennsylvania Secretary of Agriculture Russell Redding officially declare May 
as Beef Month in Pennsylvania. From educating students to engaging in 
tradition, to witnessing important state-level agricultural recognition, the 
month of May reminded me just how vital our agricultural communities are. 
I’m incredibly thankful for the chance to represent Pennsylvania fairs and 
continue advocating for the industry that feeds and sustains us all.

I had the wonderful opportunity to attend on May 7 and 8 the Pennsylvania 
Farm City Days at the PA Farm Show Complex in Harrisburg,  where I helped 
teach young students from the Harrisburg area about agriculture. I focused 
on the life cycle of a sunflower—explaining everything from planting the 
seed, to growth, blooming, and harvesting. It was incredible to see how 
excited the students were to learn about something many of them had never 
experienced before. Events like this help bridge the gap between rural and 
urban communities, and I was proud to represent the PA Fair community 
and share my passion for agriculture.

 

Greetings from Queen Ava

PA State Fair Queen Ava Immel and Brooke Beamesderfer, 
Alternate PA State Fair Queen, volunteered to work at the 
Friends of the PA Farm Show booth at Farm City Days.

Do you have an event you would like 
 to invite the PA State Fair Queen to?  

 Send an email to: 
 pafairqueenscheduler@gmail.com
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2025 All-American Dairy Show and Premier National Junior Show Events

 September 13-17, 2025

 https://allamericandairyshow.com
https://allamericandairyshow.com/schedule/

 
 PA Farm Show Complex & Expo Center, 2300 N. Cameron Street, Harrisburg, PA
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c/� PA Fa¨� Sh�Í C��¥}eÒ & EÒ¥� Ce�´e¨
2300 N�¨´h Ca�e¨�� S´¨ee´
Ha¨¨i¬b¹¨g, PA 17110

Is Hiring!
appl� at:

emplo�ment.pa.go�

Pe��¬Ó}Ìa�ia 
 Fa¨� Sh�Í C��¥}eÒ 

 a�d EÒ¥� Ce�´e¨ Sched¹}e
Highlights of Upcoming Events

Email: farmshowfriends@gmail.com    
Website: www.friendsoffarmshow.com 
Like us on Facebook: FriendsofPAFarmShow 
Insta: friendsofpafarmshow  

Plus hundreds of other entertaining 
 and educational events.  

 See the full schedule here 

 Jan. 10-17, 2026           PA Farm Show 2026

Tuesdays & Fridays - Farmers Open Air Market

Sundays - Flea Market (Elmerton Lot)

July 11 - Harrisburg Community Job Fair

July 12 - 13 Downunder Horsemanship Walkabout
 
July 12, 19, August 9, 16 - Susquehanna SCCA Autocross

July 23 - 26: Mecum Car Auction

 

https://employment.pa.gov/

