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The Friends of the 

Pennsylvania Farm Show 
Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit that was developed to 

stimulate, facilitate, and 
support educational 

programs, incentives, and 
events relating to the annual 

 Farm Show event.
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We are looking for articles and pictures to 
publish in the Friends of the Farm Show 
News.  

 Dec.-Jan: Due by November 1, 2023
 Feb.- March: Due by January 1, 2024
April - May: Due by March 1, 2024
 
Newsletter Editor: Lizzie Bailey
Questions?  Please call (717)254-9550
Email articles: fofsnewsletter@gmail.com

Email: farmshowfriends@gmail.com.    Website: www.friendsoffarmshow.com 
Like us on Facebook: FriendsofPAFarmShow

Foundation Contact Information
 

Dec.-Jan.
 Newsletter 

 Deadline
is

November 1, 2023

Cover Photo: This random photo from the 2023 Pa Farm Show is showcasing a swine 
entrant for competition. 
Photo Credit: PA Department of Agriculture

mailto:farmshowfriends@gmail.com
https://www.friendsoffarmshow.com/
mailto:fofsnewsletter@gmail.com


Agriculture Secretary Russell Redding 
visited the Eat Real Food Mobile Market 
at Paxinosa Elementary School in Easton 
today to announce the theme for the 
108th Pennsylvania Farm Show: 
Connecting Our Communities. The 2024 
PA Farm Show, Pennsylvania’s State 
Fair™, will run from Saturday, January 6 
through Saturday, January 13 at the 
Pennsylvania Farm Show Complex and 
Expo Center in Harrisburg.
“The Pennsylvania Farm Show is a living 
story of Pennsylvania agriculture, 
connecting those who are fed, 
nourished, and enriched by our industry 
to those whose lives and livelihoods 
depend on it,” Secretary Redding said. 
“Agriculture unites us. It is the food, fuel, 
and fiber we rely on for our quality of life 
and our economy. Food helps define our 
cultures and our identities.

“Eat Real Food Mobile Market is a perfect 
illustration of how agriculture connects 
communities and nourishes their 
futures. It’s a fitting backdrop to 
highlight how the 2024 Pennsylvania 
Farm Show will showcase the pride and 
hard work of farmers from across the 
state, connecting people from all walks 
of life to a celebration of the importance 
of agriculture in our communities.”

The Kellyn Foundation’s Eat Real Food 
Mobile Market visits multiple sites on a 
regular weekly schedule and includes 
sampling, nutritional education, and 
recipes. Eat Real Food provides healthy, 
local food access at an affordable price, 
providing opportunities for families to 
connect with nutritious foods, and 
bringing communities together around 
agriculture to provide better outcomes 
for all.

This market grew out of a multi-industry 
partnership of the Kellyn Foundation, 
the Bethlehem Area School District, the 
Lehigh Valley Health Network, Penn 
State Extension, Rodale Institute, the 
Bethlehem Food Co-Op, Meals on 
Wheels and Second Harvest Food Bank. 
These organizations joined forces to 
support a stronger local food system, 
ensuring locally grown food production 
can flourish through the development 
and expansion of local  food 
infrastructure. This effort includes 
farmers, manufacturers, processors, 

2024 Pennsylvania Farm Show's 
theme, "CONNECTING OUR 
COMMUNITIES" 

banks and food pantries statewide, and 
will connect low-income seniors to 
Senior Food Boxes filled with nutritious 
dietary staples.
•  $1 million to create a new Organic 
Center of Excellence, one of the first-of-
its kind, to empower and support 
organic farmers and businesses.

The budget invests $13.8 million in a fifth 
year of the PA Farm Bill, making critical 
investments in building the workforce, 
processing infrastructure, and marketing 
opportunities the industry needs, and in 
removing barriers standing between the 
industry and those who want to be part 
of its future.

The 2024 Farm Show will feature fan-
favorites like the 1,000-pound butter 
sculpture, famous Farm Show Food 
Court, youth showmanship, and sheep 
shearing competitions (among hundreds 
of other competitive agricultural events), 
cooking demonstrations at the PA 
Preferred® Culinary Connection, and 
more than one million square-feet of 
hands-on agriculture education 
opportunities and chances to engage 
with the people who power 
Pennsylvania’s $132.5 billion agriculture 
industry. 

 “Visiting the PA Farm Show is like taking 
a journey through the heart of 
agriculture, where you’ll connect with 
the roots of our food, the spirit of our 
farming communities, and the boundless 
possibilities for finding your own path in 
this industry. Whether it is your first 
visit or you come every year, the PA Farm 
Show is the best place to cultivate 
connections with agriculture,” 
Pennsylvania Farm Show Complex & 
Expo Center Executive Director Sharon 
Myers said.

 

Shapiro Administration Announces 2024 Pennsylvania Farm Show Theme: 
 Connecting Our Communities

2024 Pennsylvania State Fair™ will connect the $132.5 billion 
 PA Agriculture  industry to lives positively impacted daily by its success.

processors, distributors, institutional 
buyers, neighborhoods and individual 
consumers, along with the support of 
governmental, non-profit and for-
profit entities. Together, they are 
creating jobs, supporting the 
environment, championing the health 
of their community, and reducing food 
insecurity.

 

The 2023-24 budget Governor Shapiro 
signed into law includes critical 
agriculture investments, including:

•  $31 million to help poultry farmers 
impacted by the hi-path avian influenza 
crisis pay for testing and get reimbursed 
for losses to their flocks. The $34 million 
Agricultural Preparedness and Response 
line item includes $3 million to help 
control invasive spotted lanternflies and 
leverages $3 million in matching funds 
from the USDA.

• $2 million to fund the Fresh Food 
Financing Initiative that will contribute 
to better health outcomes by improving 
access to PA-grown, processed, and 
produced foods.

• $2 million increase to the State Food 
Purchase Program to provide state 
funds for emergency food assistance for 
low-income Pennsylvanians. The 
increase to the $26.28 million line item 
will connect surplus food donated by 
farmers through the Pennsylvania 
Agricultural Surplus System  to food 

To stay up to date 
on PA Farm Show 

news, visit 
farmshow.pa.gov
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2024 Pennsylvania Farm Show

✨  Name: Sarah Firestone
🌽 County: Lancaster 
🐮 Years on the Committee: First Year

⭐  Sarah Firestone of Lancaster County 
first started her agriculture journey in 
the equine industry at the age of 8 
riding in her local 4-H club, and at the 
age of 16, she has competed and won 
National Pony Shows.

🐽 Over the years, she has expanded 
her animal experiences into raising and 
showing dairy beef, swine, and goats. 
Sarah is no stranger when it comes to 
leadership. From serving in leadership 
positions through 4-H at a young age, 
to joining Junior FFA, Sarah currently 
serves as the Vice President of her 
local FFA chapter, as well as the 
Lancaster County FFA Association.

🚜 She is serving to give back to the 
agriculture community and provide 
knowledge to the next generation of 
agriculturists, just like she was given.

 ✨Name: Chloe Bomgardner
🌽 County: Lebanon 
🐮 Honorary Member Status Bestowed 
Upon Her as Pennsylvania Fair Queen 

⭐  Chloe Bomgardner is the 2023 
Pennsylvania State Fair Queen from 
Lebanon County. Chloe lives on a small 
farm with her family where she helps 
manage their dairy show heifers, 
market hogs, beef, and chickens. 

🐽 Chloe graduated this past year and 
was an active member of the Northern 
Lebanon FFA chapter where she 
competed in multiple CDEs and LDEs 
on the regional, state, and national 
level ,and has held many offices. She is 
also a current active member of the 
NorLebCo 4-H Dairy club serving as 
the President. 

🚜 Chloe will be starting college in the 
spring majoring in Large Animal 
Science with hopes of later attending 
vet school. Chloe has enjoyed traveling 
the state visiting over 30 fairs this past 
summer as she has had the 
opportunity to represent the 
Pennsylvania State Association of 
County Fairs.

✨ Name: Greg Gipe
🌽 County: Adams
🐮 Years on the Committee: Second 
Year

⭐  Greg Gipe is from Adams County and 
is very passionate about the 
Agriculture Industry and the 
Pennsylvania Farm Show! 

🐽 He is currently a Junior at Delaware 
Valley University where is majoring in 
Agriculture Policy. He was the 
Pennsylvania FFA state vice president 
in 2021-2022. 

🚜 He loves the Agriculture Industry 
and hopes to make a difference for the 
hardworking men and women who 
feed the world each and every day.

 
✨ Name: Madelynn Hoffman
🌽 County: Lancaster
🐮 Years on the Committee: First Year

⭐  Madelynn Hoffman is from Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. Born and 
raised on a dairy farm, she has immersed herself in several agriculture 
programs such as 4-H, FFA, and Jr. Holstein Association. 

🐽 As a sophomore at Cornell University studying Animal Science on the 
pre-vet track, she is involved in the Pre-Vet Society, Cornell University 
Dairy Club, Block and Bridle, Dressage Club, and undergraduate research. 
After graduation, she plans to attend vet school and study large animal 
medicine. 

🚜 Madelynn is excited to promote agriculture education and be a 
steward of the 2024 Pennsylvania Farm Show.
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Madelyn 
Hoffman

Junior Committee

✨ Name: Rylee Libell
🌽 County: Lancaster
🐮 Years on the Committee: Second 
Year, Plus One Year of Auxiliary Service 

⭐  Ryleigh Libell is a returning member 
from Lancaster County. She is 
currently a freshman at Delaware 
Valley University where she is pursuing 
degrees in Animal Sciences and 
Agribusiness. 

🐽 She currently interns with the New 
Holland Fair Board, volunteers with the 
Lebanon Valley Fair, and shows 
livestock. An active member of both 4-
H and FFA, Ryleigh is passionate about 
agricultural education. Within these 
organizations, she has served in 
multiple leadership positions including 
President, Vice President, and 
Committee Chair.

🚜 Her favorite part of Farm Show is 
meeting and talking to diverse groups 
of agriculturalists and consumers. She’s 
so excited for the 2024 PA Farm Show 
and is honored to be a part of the 
team.

✨ Name: Caleb Miller
🌽 County: Lancaster
🐮 Years on the Committee: Second 
Year

⭐  Born and raised in Lancaster County, 
Caleb was taught about farming on his 
family's farm. He has been active in 4-
H for 10 years, showing cattle for six 
years and took on the President role in 
the Red Rose Beef Club the past two 
years. 

🐽 The cattle he raises from birth are 
shown at three local shows throughout 
the year and have had notable success 
over the years. While balancing classes 
at Thaddues Stevens, Internship work, 
and 4-H, Caleb spends his spare time 
giving back to his community.  

🚜 This year, Caleb looks forward to 
continuing to develop ag related skills 
and bringing new ideas to the industry 
that feeds the world.

✨ Name: Olivia Kaltenbach
🌽 County: Lawrence
🐮 Years on the Committee: First Year
 
⭐  Olivia Kaltenbach is a rising Junior at 
Penn State University, studying Animal 
Science- Business and Management 
and minoring in Equine Science as well 
as Agribusiness Management. 
 
🐽 She is a student employee at the 
Penn State Swine Facility, as well as the 
Vice President of Ag Student Council, a 
delegate of Ag Future of America (AFA) 
and a member of CHAPS and Block & 
Bridle.  
 
🚜 Olivia is incredibly honored to serve 
the Pennsylvania agricultural industry 
as a Farm Show Junior Committee 
member and continue to be an 
advocate for agriculture!

✨ Name: Justin Rosenberger
🌽 County: Montgomery
🐮 Years on the Committee: First Year

⭐  Justin Rosenberger is a senior Large Animal Science and Livestock Management 
major at Delaware Valley University.

🐽 He is the Vice President of Del Val's FFA chapter, as well as a member of the Track 
and Field team amongst other things. Justin has been involved in agriculture and a 
member of the FFA for 7 years and plans on continuing to be a steward of agriculture 
for years to come.

🚜 He anticipates an early graduation in December 2023 and plans to join Mountaire 
post-grad as a Management Trainee.
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Club✨ Name: Abigail O’Shell
🌽 County: Dauphin
🐮 Years on the Committee: First Year
 
⭐  Abigail is a senior at Pennsylvania 
State University where she is pursuing 
a degree in Animal Science with a 
focus in Business and Animal 
Management and a minor in Agronomy. 
She has grown up with a passion for 
agriculture and participated in the 
local 4-H and FFA chapters in her area. 
She has had experience with every 
species of livestock and carried cattle, 
sheep, goat, rabbit, and horse projects 
during her time in these youth 
programs.
 
🐽 At school, Abigail works at the PSU 
Swine Research Center and 
participates in a wide array of colligate 
clubs and organizations. Agronomy 
Club, Block and Bridle, Dairy Science 
club, and the Beta Sisterhood of Delta 
Theta Sigma are just a few of her 
favorites on campus. Abigail has also 
participated as a member of the Penn 
State Livestock Judging Team and 
recently held a position as the 2023 
Pioneer Commercial Sales Intern in the 
Mid-Atlantic region. Additionally, 
Abigail enjoys hiking, fishing, and 
working on her trucks while not busy 
with farming activities.
 
🚜 Upon graduation, Abigail will be 
employed by Corteva Agriscience and 
hopes to own and operate her own 
beef farm. She is so excited to 
participate in the Farm Show as a 
member of the Junior Committee and 
give back to the community after 
exhibiting at the exposition for many 
years!

✨ Name: Erica Teagarden 
🌽 County: Washington 
🐮 Years on the Committee: Third Year
 
⭐  Erica Teagarden, the most seasoned 
member of the Committee, is from way 
out west in Washington County. 
 
🐽 Currently, she attends Pennsylvania 
State University studying Agricultural 
and Extension education with hopes of 
becoming a high school agriculture 
educator. This is her third year serving 
on the Pennsylvania Farm Show Junior 
Committee. 
 
🚜 Throughout her time on the 
committee, Erica has assisted with 
different competitive events, behind-
the-scenes jobs, and the auction. She is 
excited about this upcoming year and 
is counting down the days until the 
start of the 2024 Pennsylvania Farm 
Show.

✨ Name: Nathaniel Turner
🌽 County: Crawford
🐮 Years on the Committee: Second 
Year
 
⭐  Nathaniel Turner is the 19 year old 
son of Todd and Stephanie Turner. He 
resides in Conneaut Lake Pennsylvania
 . 
🐽 He currently attends Thiel College 
with a Major in Conservation Biology 
and minors in Food and Agricultural 
Biology, Wildlife Biology, and 
Environmental Biology. He is also a 
member of the Cross Country team at 
Thiel. Nathaniel was previously the 
president, treasurer and chaplain of 
the Conneaut Area FFA. 
 
🚜 His family raises lambs, rabbits, and 
English coonhounds on their small 
Crawford County property. In his spare 
time, Nathaniel enjoys hunting, fishing, 
and showing at dog shows and county 
fairs.

2024 Pennsylvania Farm Show

If you would like to learn more 
 about the PA Farm Show Junior 
Committee and/or participate

  in their Auction, 
 please email them at:

 jrfarmshowcommittee@gmail.com
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 Name: Hannah Uhlman
🌽 County: Chester
🐮 Years on the Committee: First Year

⭐  Hannah Uhlman is a native of 
Chester County, Pennsylvania. A 
freshman at Liberty University 
studying Zoology, Hannah, a 
quadruplet, has been showing market 
hogs, market steers, market lambs, and 
breeding sheep through the Chester 
County 4-H program for the last 10 
years!

🐽 Residing on her family’s 180-year-
old farm, Hannah comes from three 
generations of veterinarians and is 
hoping to be the fourth!

🚜 Hannah is so excited to help plan 
this year’s Farm Show, to promote 
Pennsylvania Agriculture, and to help 
educate people in our state’s most 
important industry.

✨ Name: Benjamin Torrey
🌽 County: Potter
🐮 Years on the Committee: First Year

⭐  Benjamin Torrey is a current student 
enrolled at Penn State University at the 
DuBois campus. He is currently studying 
Agricultural Education as well as 
Political Science. 

🐽 Benjamin got his start in agriculture 
through his upbringing on his family's 
sixth generation dairy farm. His passion 
for agriculture grew when he became 
involved in his highschool's FFA chapter.  
Last year, he was elected as the 2022-
2023 Pennsylvania FFA State Vice 
President. The year of service following 
his election helped him to find his 
passion for agricultural education.  

🚜 He was also able to network with 
many influential leaders in agriculture. 
He hopes that he can inspire future 
students to get involved

PA Farm Show Junior Committee Advisors

Carlene Vorisek

Junior Committee

The Pennsylvania Farm 
Show Junior Committee 
was formed in 2019.  

The Junior Committee 
holds meetings 
throughout the year and 
they play a very active 
role in many of the 
events and projects that 
happen at Farm Show.

Mikayla Hagerty, advisor 
for the Junior 
Committee shared that 
their responsibilities 
change every year as 
they address where the 
needs are for the Farm 
Show.

Junior Committee holds 
a benefit auction every 
year during the PA Farm 
Show.  They collect 
donations  from 
vendors, organizations, 
and businesses to raise 
money for the Friends of 
the PA Farm Show 
Foundation, LLC.

Mikayla Haggerty
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Nathan Tallman, Executive Director 
Pennsylvania Co-Operative Potato 
Growers, Secretary Russell Redding, 
PA Department of Agriculture with 
fresh cut french fries, Dakota Bush, 
Sara Shade, and Brad Bush at Ag 
Progress Days. 

Pennsylvania Honey Queen Paige Rhyne 
with Donna Damgaard, Clare Frantz, 
and Phyllis Mooney who sold honey and 
offered kids crafts.

Pennsylvania Honey Queen Paige 
Rhyne didn't let a little rain and chilly 
weather deter her from participating in 
the Fort Hunter Days, at the Fort 
Hunter Mansion in Harrisburg. Queen 
Paige had educational projects for all 
who stopped at their booth.

The Pennsylvania Co-Operative Potato 
Growers sold pierogies, fresh-cut french 
fries, and chicken tenders at their booth 
at Ag Progress Days.
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20 min
Total time Serves 4

Ingredients
1 tbsp. sesame oil
1 small red onion, diced
1 tbsp. minced garlic
1 tbsp. ginger, finely minced
1 lb. ground pork
2 tsp. sriracha sauce
1 bag coleslaw mix (14 oz)
2 red bell peppers, sliced thinly
1 bag matchstick carrots (10 oz)
3 tbsp. low-sodium soy sauce
1 tbsp. rice wine vinegar
salt, to taste
black pepper, to taste

Directions:
Heat sesame oil in a large skillet over medium heat. Add red onion, cook 2-3 
minutes. Add garlic and ginger. Cook until fragrant, about 1 minute. Add 
ground pork and Sriracha. Cook and crumble until pork is cooked through 
to 160 degrees F, about 7-10 minutes.

Add coleslaw mix, red bell pepper, carrots, soy sauce, sesame oil, rice wine 
vinegar, black pepper, and salt, to taste, and stir until well combined. Cook, 
stirring occasionally, until cabbage is tender, about 5 minutes.

Spoon the pork-cabbage mixture into a serving bowl. Drizzle with sauce of 
choice and garnish, if desired.

Optional for garnish: sliced green onions, sesame seeds, wonton strips.

Optional sauces: hoisin or duck sauce, sriracha, hot sauce, or sweet chili 
garlic sauce. For a creamy sauce, mix together Greek yogurt, sriracha, lime 
juice, and salt to taste.

Locate more recipes at www.soulfulpork.com.

October is Pork Month

E� Roll in a Bowl

Time to test your knowledge... Pig Talk Trivia
1.  What does barrow mean?

2.  What is an adult male pig kept for breeding purposes?

3.  What does farrow mean? 

4.  A piglet after it’s weaned from the sow, also known as ‘weaner’ pig?

5.  What do you call a female pig that has never farrowed?

6.  A group of piglets born at one time from the same sow

7.  A barrow or gilt raised for meat production, weighs up to 250 pounds

8.  Name for a newborn pig, weighs approximately 1 ½ pounds?

9.  The name for farmers that raise pigs?

10.  What is the name of the smallest piglet in the litter?

11.   What do you call an adult female pig?  
 
Answers
1. Male pig that has been neutered.  2. Boar   3. To give birth   4. Feeder pig   5. Gilt  
6. Litter  7. Market Hog  8. Piglet 9. Pork producers  10. Runt  11. Sow
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Do you know...
   “It takes hundreds of volunteers to 

 create a successful Farm Show. 

Many Opportunities...
 Working the information booths, 

 FOFS booth, helping with clean up after 
 arena events, and many other 

 opportunities exist. 
 

Many hands make light work...  
 If you or your organization would

  like to volunteer at the 
 PA Farm Show, please contact:

Sharon Seitz Myers  @ 717.236.8468.

Play a role in 
 connecting our communities... 
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Jan. 10, 2024 

Country Music 
 Concert

Pennsylvania 
 Farm Show

*Former FFA Member  *Rising Country Music Star  *American Idol Contestant

Tickets going on 
sale soon!

Save the Date Photo Credit: Stephen Johnson
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c/o PA Farm Show Complex & Expo Center,
2300 North Cameron Street
Harrisburg, PA 17110

Email: farmshowfriends@gmail.com    
Website: www.friendsoffarmshow.com 
Like us on Facebook: FriendsofPAFarmShow

Is Hiring!
apply at:

employment.pa.gov

Visit the PA Farm Show Website for upcoming events!
 https://tinyurl.com/5y3a85dw

Pennsylvania 
 Farm Show Complex 

 and Expo Center Schedule

Highlights of Upcoming Events

Keystone International 
Livestock Show

Pennsylvania National Horse 
Show

Farmer's Market
  

 
 

To see the full schedule
 

9/29 - 10/8, 2023

10/12 - 10/22, 2023

 
Ongoing every 
Tuesday & Friday

 

https://www.friendsofarmshow.com/
mailto:friendsoffarmshow@gmail.com
https://tinyurl.com/5y3a85dw

