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The Friends of the 

Pennsylvania Farm Show 
Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit that was developed to 

stimulate, facilitate, and 
support educational 

programs, incentives, and 
events relating to the annual 

 Farm Show event.
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We are looking for articles and pictures to 
publish in the Friends of the Farm Show 
News.  

 Oct.-Nov. - Due by September 1, 2023
 Dec.-Jan. - Due by November 1, 2023
 Feb.- March Due by January 1, 2024
 
Newsletter Editor: Lizzie Bailey
Questions?  Please call (717)254-9550
Email articles: fofsnewsletter@gmail.com

Email: farmshowfriends@gmail.com.    Website: www.friendsoffarmshow.com 
Like us on Facebook: FriendsofPAFarmShow

Foundation Contact Information
 

Oct. - Nov.
 Newsletter 
 Deadline

is
September 1, 2023

Cover Photo::  2023 Oatmeal Cookie Contest  The plate of fifth place cookies, made by Debra Martin Berkoski of Conestoga, Lancaster County.
 PA Farm Show 2023 Junior Meat Breeding Goat Alyvia Lankey of Bedford, PA, and her Grand Champion Percentage Doe
 2023 Junior Breeding Sheep Showmanship Katie Miller of Cumberland County places first in the 2003-05 division and placed first overall in the 
Junior Breeding Sheep Showmanship Competition. 
 2023 Tractor Square Dance A participant in tractor square dancing drives his tractor during the event.
 
Photo Credit: PA Department of Agriculture

The 2024 PA Farm Show is fast approaching 
with reaching the halfway point of six months 
till the event.  Please make sure to review the 
many opportunities by participating in the PA 
Farm Show whether by exhibiting, competing, 

or being a sponsor.  
 

 Mark your calendars for 
 Saturday, January 6 through January 13, 2024.

 
 We look forward to seeing you at the 

 108th Pennsylvania Farm Show!

mailto:farmshowfriends@gmail.com
https://www.friendsoffarmshow.com/
mailto:fofsnewsletter@gmail.com
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Draft Horses 11/2/23
Horse Pulling 12/1/23
Sheep 11/2/23
Wool  12/15/23
Sheep to Shawl & Youth Fleece to Shawl                        
12/1/23
Swine    11/2/23
Beef Cattle    11/2/23
Jr. Market - Cattle    6/29/23
Jr. Market - Swine, Lamb, Goat    10/16/23
Skillathon (All Species)    12/26/23
Dairy Cattle    11/2/23
Dairy Goats    11/2/23
Poultry    12/1/23
Alpacas    11/2/23
Meat Goats    11/2/23
Corn    1/3/24
Small Grains    1/3/24
Hay     8/8/23
Straw    1/3/24
Cheese    11/9/23
Potatoes    1/3/24
Potato Judging    
Fruit    1/3/24
Nuts    1/3/24
Vegetables    1/3/24
Mushrooms    1/3/24
Maple Syrup    1/3/24
Apiary1/3/24
Christmas Trees & Wreaths    1/3/24
Family Living    1/3/24

 2024 Pennsylvania Farm Show

Guidelines on how you can participate and 
compete in the 2024 Pennsylvania Farm Show 
can be found on this page. 
 
Family Living & Commodities 
Join the fun and excitement of exhibiting in two 
acres of Family Living, horticultural, 
environmental, and 4-H exhibits! From 
beautifully-crafted quilt blocks to perfectly 
preserved jellies; picturesque Christmas trees 
to 80-pound pumpkins! Family Living displays 
at the Pennsylvania Farm Show highlight the 
diversity of craft, commodities, and cuisine 
Pennsylvania and Pennsylvanians have to offer!

Contests in the Family Living area throughout 
the week include blue ribbon apple pie, 
homemade chocolate cake, sticky buns, 
thumbprint cookies, angel food cake, and the 
great Pennsylvania whoopie pie contest! Can’t 
make it to the show? Don’t worry, all contests 
are televised on the Pennsylvania Cable 
Network (PCN)! Have a special hobby and want 
to share it? Check out the ways that you can 
enter the show!

Livestock
The Farm Show offers six halls, three arenas, 
and over 30 livestock competitions. From 
mighty draft horses to mini rex rabbits, and 
everything in between! Nearly 6,000 of the 
commonwealth’s best animals compete each 
year for the coveted Grand Champion title.

The show ring isn’t all serious business. The 
Mike Wahl Celebrity Feed Scurry, Angora 
Palooza, the Sheep-to-Shawl contest, and 
celebrity cow milking are just a few of the 
popular extracurricular livestock events held 
throughout the week.

https://www.farmshow.pa.gov/Pages/default.aspx

2024 PA Farm Show Exhibits
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Deadline Entry Dates

https://www.farmshow.pa.gov/Pages/default.aspx
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September 16 - 20, 2023

The All-American Dairy Show features nearly 2,000 of the top dairy 
cattle shown by over 1,000 of the best exhibitors in the U.S. and 
Canada. With 21 dairy shows in five days, including three days 
dedicated to youth shows, contests, and programs, the All-American 
Dairy Show is the premier stop on the Tanbark Trail!

https://allamericandairyshow.com

For information on registration, and schedule, visit the website at:

Pennsylvania Farm Show Complex and Expo Center
 2300 North Cameron Street, Harrisburg, PA 

Final entry deadline is September 9, 2023!



Keystone International 
 Livestock  Exposition

For information on registration and schedule, visit the website at:

https://www.keystonelivestockexpo.com
 

 Email: kile@pa.gov

September 29 - October 8, 2023

Pennsylvania Farm Show Complex and Expo Center
 2300 North Cameron Street, Harrisburg, PA 

"Unlock Your Livestock Potential 
 at the Keystone International 

Livestock Exposition!"
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Help scientists learn about the 
geographic distribution of fireflies 
through the Firefly Watch Community 
Science Project.
Spend at least 10 minutes once a week 
during firefly season (late June through 
August) observing fireflies in one location 
(your backyard or in a nearby field).
Learn more about what to look for and 
how to submit observations ➡ 
https://bit.ly/3zgbKXp.



Shapiro Administration Urban Ag Tour Wraps: 
 Feeding Community Strength Through Agriculture 

Grant Applications Now Open for $700,000 to Grow Opportunities Statewide 
Harrisburg, PA – Agriculture 
Secretary Russell Redding 
concluded a weeklong annual tour 
of diverse projects across 
Pennsylvania, where locals are 
working together to feed 
community strength and fuel 
economic progress through 
agriculture.  

"It's a beautiful thing to meet 
inspirational people who are 
changing the public perception of 
what agriculture is," Secretary 
Redding said. "At every stop we 
have seen a labor of love by 
devoted, passionate 
Pennsylvanians who are uniting 
neighbors who may not share 
anything but the common 
denominator of food. 

Urban agriculture is feeding 
Pennsylvania's future, whether it's 
helping young people find 
inspiration and learning life skills, 
selling cut flowers to fund free 
food boxes for low-income 
neighbors, putting cutting-edge 
science and technology to work to 
reduce food waste and grow 
healthier food, or providing 
familiar food and community 
connection to new Americans 
making their home in an 
unfamiliar place."
 
At Fresh Food Farms in York, 
Governor Josh Shapiro joined the 
tour to announce The GIANT 
Company's commitment of 
$200,000 to support 2023-24 PA 
Farm Bill Urban Agriculture 
Infrastructure Grants. The 
partnership boosts total funding 
too $700,000 for the state's 
program aimed at increasing fresh 
food acess in urban food deserts, 
addressing historical inequities, 
and feeding community 
opportunities to thrive together. 
From formerly incarcerated 
women learning to grow food 

year-round in a retrofitted freight 
container, to children with 
disabilities learning life and job 
skills with expertly adapted tools, 
to public school agriculture career 
and technology students learning 
to grow produce in soil-less 
systems using hemp by-products, 
the tour introduced local and state 
legislators, educational and 
economic development officials to 
projects supported by state 
investments multiplied by private 
and corporate partnerships.

Pennsylvania has invested more 
than $2 million in urban 
agriculture through the program 
since 2019. That $2 million 
investment has leveraged $2 
million more in local matching 
dollars. In total, 113 projects in 19 
counties across the state are 
expanding fresh food access in 
locations often served by a single 
convenience store. 
 
Applications opened Monday, July 
17 for 2023-24 Urban Agriculture 
Infrastructure Grants. Eligible 
projects will improve or create 

programs, sharing resources or 
pooling agricultural products to 
build a neighborhood's access to 
fresh, local food. Individuals, 
businesses, community and 
agricultural organizations in 
urban communities may apply for 
either individual "microgrants" or 
collaborative grants for 
partnership projects.

Grant applications must be 
submitted online through the PA 
Department of Community and 
Economic Development Electronic 
Single Application. Applications 
opened Monday, July 17, and are 
due at 5:00 PM on Sept. 1, 2023. 

Full grant guidelines are published 
in the July 15 edition of the PA 
Bulletin at agriculture.pa.gov.

Find a map of previous grant 
recipients and details of other PA 
Farm Bill grants and initiatives to 
grow and sustain Pennsylvania 
agriculture at 
agriculture.pa.gov/pafarmbill.

11

Secretary of Agriculture Russell Redding gets a tour of Variety...Variety has a greenhouse where people can grow 
plants...Variety, The Children Charity of the Delaware Valley is a 100-year-old camp with a mission to enrich the lives of 
children and young adults with disabilities by nurturing independence and self-confidence...The summer camp is rife 
with opportunities for campers to learn valuable life skills and to grow through hands-on learning adapted to their 
needs. Agriculture and education are deeply connected, and Variety is ensuring there is a place for everyone at the table..

https://agriculture.pa.gov/pafarmbill
https://agriculture.pa.gov/
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There was sadness in the air when news spread of 
the 2 alarm fire at the Broad Market in Harrisburg on 
Monday, July 10, 2023.  The market consists of two 
buildings and it was the brick building that was 
engulfed in flames.  Watching the newsreel on TV of 
the fire was heart-wrenching. The Broad Street 
Market is an agriculture hub in the city and is home 
to multiple small businesses.  There are so many 
people in the community who rely on shopping there. 

The 163-year-old market is the oldest operating 
farmers' market in the Nation dating back to 1860.   
When the market started, at that time it was on the 
outskirts of Harrisburg. As the city grew, it 
encompassed the market. 
 
The market consists of two buildings; the stone 
building was completed in 1863.  The red brick 
building was built somewhere between 1874 to 1878.
 
During the Civil War, the market fed soldiers at Camp 
Curtain.  In the early 1920s, the market was at its 
peak with over 700 vendors selling their products 
and wares.  There used to be a wooden extension 
built between the buildings and at some point in the 
1960s it was torn down. During that time in the 1960s, 
there were about 300 vendors active at the market. In 
1974  the market received the designation to be 
placed on the National Register of Historic Places.
 
Present day the Broad Street Market is a hub of 
activity, offering produce, meats, cheeses, and baked 
goods along with vendors selling products.  It has 
such an inviting atmosphere and it is commonplace 
to buy your meal and sit around the stone walkway to 
listen to musicians.  
 
The brick building has extensive damage but local 
officials have committed to rebuilding the market.  
Governor Shapiro also expressed support.  Officials 
estimate that it will be a 2 to 3-year timeframe for the 
rebuild to be completed.  
 
The community is supporting the market by showing 
up to continue to shop.  It was shared in the news.  
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Broad Street Market's 
Devastating Fire is Uniting 
the Community.

Photo credit: Harrisburg Historic Association 

media that there is a grass area near the market that 
will be converted into a temporary home for vendors
 
Customers, community organizations, and 
businesses have donated and more are holding 
fundraisers.
 
If you are interested in showing your support for the 
Broad Street Market and vendors you can do a few 
things.  One is to donate money on Broad Street 
Market's website listed below.  The second is if you 
are in the Harrisburg area stop at the market and 
shop.
 
 If you would like to donate please go to:
 https://broadstreetmarket.org/product/donation/
 

Lizzie Bailey July 17, 2023
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c/o PA Farm Show Complex & Expo Center,
2300 North Cameron Street
Harrisburg, PA 17110

Email: farmshowfriends@gmail.com    
Website: www.friendsoffarmshow.com 
Like us on Facebook: FriendsofPAFarmShow

Is Hiring!
apply at:

employment.pa.gov

Visit the PA Farm Show Website for upcoming events!
 https://tinyurl.com/5y3a85dw

Pennsylvania 
 Farm Show Complex 

 and Expo Center Schedule

Highlights of Upcoming Events

Farmers Market 
  

Harrisburg Gun & Knife Show
 
All American Dairy Show
 
Keystone International 
Livestock Exposition

 
 

August 1,4,8,11,15,18, 
2023 
 
August 19 & 20, 2023
 
Sept. 16 - 20, 2023
 
Sept. 29 - Oct. 8, 2024
 

 
 
 

To see the full schedule
 

https://www.friendsofarmshow.com/
https://employment.pa.gov/
mailto:friendsoffarmshow@gmail.com
https://tinyurl.com/5y3a85dw

